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orary Minister for Agriculture, to have
these Bills dealt with and sent to another
place. '

I assume that the Legislative Assemhbly
will pget on with its work as it is
anxious to attend to public business, and
I am anticipating that we will have fur-
ther work from that Chamber in the very
near future. For that reason I ask mem-
bers to agree to the adjournment until to-
mrorrow afternoon. The House eannot be
adjourned econveniently to the ordinary
hour of 4.30 p.m. owing to the unfortunate
position of lighting and transport, and
ghere is no desire on the part of the Gov-
ernment to keep members here until the
peak period of transport. Therefore if
swe get through onr business early tomorrow
sfternoon it will be all to the good. If it
is inconvenient for Mr. Fraser to come
along and aitend-—

Hon. G. Fraser: It is not inconvenient
when there is business to attend fo.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I should
say that if the business-is disposed of in
a quarter of an hour, it will be to the hor.
aoergber’s advantage, but if he desires to
-tay and enlighten himself, he might go
along and listen to questions somewhere
wlse. However, I do ask the House te
srgnee to the desired adjournment.

Question put and pdssed.
House adjourned at 6.4 p.m.

Jiegislutive Assemhbly.

Tuesday, 28th June, 1949,
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Questions—continued.
Coal strike, (a) as to Government Print-
Ing Oillce, auxlliary plant .
(b) as to electrlcity supplies and coal
consumption
(e) as to power for domastlc retrlger-

Page.

(d) as to slf.tlngs of Parliament

Questions by members, (a) as to supply-
ing of answers .

{b) al.? to printing of quastlons on

Prlee eonirol, (a) ‘as to foodstufs .
(b) as io removal of subsidies and
tabling lis¢ of subsldised goods
1eave of absence .
" Bills: The Westralian Buﬂalo CIub (Prlvate),
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Farmers Debts Adjustment Act Amend-
ment (Continuanee) 1r.
Licensing Act Amendment (Ho 2) ir..
Bullding Operations and Bullding Mater-
ials Control Act Amendment (Contin-
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Public Library, Museum and Art Gallery
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Adjournment, special

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m.; and read prayers.

PETITION—WESTRALIAN BUFFALOQ
CLUB.

Mr. NEEDHAM presented a petition
from the Westralian Buffalo Club Ltd,,
praying for the introdudtion of a Bill to
resolve ecertain difficulties concerning the
legal position of the Westralian Buifalo
.Cluby Ltd,, a company duly registered under
the Compames Act, 1893, and to vest the
assets of the company in an association to
be formed and registered under the Asso-
eiations Incorporation Aet, 1895-1947, and
for other purposes arising out of such
difficulties and incidental to such vesting.

Petition received and the prayer of the
petitioner granted.

) BILL—THE WESTRALIAN BUFFALO
CLUB (PRIVATE).

Introduced by Mr, Needham and rend a
first time.
Referred to Select Commiltee.

©n motion by Mr. Needham, Bill refer-
red to a Select Comniittee consisting of
Messrs. Yates, May, Nalder, Triat and the
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mover, with power to call for persons and
papers, o sit on daYys over which the House
stands adjourned and to report on Thurs-
day, the 7th July.

QUESTIONS.

TIMBER.
(a) As to Production and Exports.

Mr. REYNOLDS asked the Minister for
Forests:

(1) How many loads of jarrah, karri
and ping were produced in the years ended
June, 1947, 1948 and to May, 19499

{2) How many loads were produced by
the State mills and by private companies
in those years?

(3) How many loads were ezported by
the Government and how many loads by
each of Millars, Bunning Bros. and other
concerns—

{a) -To the Eastern States, and
(b) oversea in those years?

(4} What was the average price per load
of jarrah, karri and pine for each of those
years received from—

(a) within the State,
(b) Eastern States,
{e) oversea?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) Loads of jarrah, karri and pine pro-
duced—

1946-47 — Jarrah, 154,280; karri,
34,000; other, 11,000 (includes 2,850
loads of pine); total, 199,280 loads.
~1947-48 — Jarrah, 154,000,
32,000; other, 14,000 (includes
loads of pine); total, 280,000 loads.

July, 1948-April, 1949—Recorded pro-
duetion only, not including a number of
smzll mills operating on private property
and submitting annual refurns:—Jarrah,
125,600; karri, 21,000; wandoo, 5,650;
pine, 2,000; other, 2,550; total, 156,500
loads,

(2) (a) Loads produced by State Saw
Mills—

1946-47—Jarrah, 20,600 loads; karri,
25,000 loads.

1947-48—Jarrah, 24,700 loads; karri,
23,100 loads.

karri,

3,100
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1948-April, 1949—Jarrah, 15,650 loads;
karri, 20,000 loads.
(b) Loads produeed by private com-

panies— .

1946-47—Jarrah, 133,600 loads; karri,

9,000 loads. :

1947-48—Jarrah, 129,300 loads; karri,

8,900 loads.

1948-April, 1949 -— Jarrah,
loads; karr, 1,000 loads,

{3) Loads exported to Eastern States and
oversea—figures not available for individual
firms, ‘

(4) Average price per load of jarrah,
karri and pine—The average price of each
timber is not known, but the value of all
timbers produced in Western Australia has
been stated as follows:—

Within State—1946-47, £9 5s.; 1947-

48, £10 5s.; 1948-49, £10 15s.

Interstate—1946-47, £9 5s.;
£10 5s.; 1948-49, £11.

Oversea—1946-47, £19 5s.; - 194748,
£22; 1948-19, £23 10s.

With regard to—

Question (1): “Other timbers” include
wandoo, blackbutt, shecoak, morrell, tuart,
marri, yate, river banksia, bullich and pine.

Question (2): Figures in the case of
State Saw Mills have been supplied by the
genersl manager, and are approximate only.
Loads produced by private companies have
been obtained by deduction.

Question (4): The average price per load.
Interstate and oversea values have been ob-
tained from information supplied by the
Statistical Department, and those for West-
ern Australia are approximate only, usually
determined by Mr. Gregson from his know-
ledge of the trade and in comparison with
interstate values.

(b) As to Allowance to Settlers, ete.

Mr. MAY asked the Minister for Forests:

(1) What quantity of timber is allowed
a settler for fencing posts and other farm
requirements of timber, fo bhe ent from his
holding?

(2) What is the policy of the Forests
Department in regard to timber on C.P.
leases?

(3) What are the conditions laid down by
the Forests Department in regard to fire
bresks along railways as affecting settlers
and the railway department?

109,950

1947-48,
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The MINISTER replied:

(1) Where a location is held subjeet to
conditions reserving the marketable timber
to the Crown, the conditions provide that
he may fell sufficient timber for his own
reasonable requiremgnts in connettion with
his farming operations. ‘

{2) The depariment only controls the
timber on C.P. leases containing eonditions
reserving the marketable timber to the
Crown. On suach areas the policy is to try
to prevent the destruction of a Crown
asset and market the timber to best advan-
tage, at the same time leaving suificient tim-
ber for the settler’s reasonahle needs,

Action is taken to protect improvements
and aress under pasture,

.(3) The Bush Fires Act is not adminis-
tered by the Forests Department and no
conditions have been laid down. Confer-
ences between representatives of interested
parties, namely road boards, farmers
nnions, Railway Department and Forests
Department are being arranged to discuss
this matter.

(¢) As to White Wood, Imports.

Mr. REYNOLDS asked the Minister for
Forests:

(1) How-mueh white wood was imported
for purposes other than fruif eases during
the years ended June, 1947, 1948, and to
May, 19492

(2) What was the landed cost of this
white wood used for building purposes?

The MINISTER replied:

(1} Softwoods (excluding ease shpoks),
were imported as follows:—

Quantity. Value,
: e ft, £
Year ended the 30th
June, 1947 93,382 47521
June, 1948 87,366° 54,942
From the 1st July,
1048, to the 30th
April, 1049 . 215,149 91,139
(2) Answered by No. (1). Tt is not
kncwn whether the softwoods imported

were used for building. purposes.
{d) As te Fruit Cases.

Mr. REYNOLDS asked the Minister for
Forests:
(1) How much white wood was imported

for fruit cases during the years ended June,
1947, 1948, and to May, 19492
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(2) What was the landed cost per dozen

- of these white wood fruit cases?

(3) What was the cost of jarrah, karri
and jarrah-karri fruit cases?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) The guantity of case shooks (hard-
woods and softwoods) imported was as fol-
lows:—

Quantity, Value,
e ft, * £
1946-47 . *1535,255 68,622
1947-48 13,203- 10,774
From the lst July,
1948, to the 30th
April, 1049 131,592 73,083

*Includes 28,021 ec.ft. re-exported to Tas-
mania in 1947:-48.

(2) 1946-1947—Not known.

1947-48—Apple ecases approximately
3s. per case. Qrape cases approximately
4s. 2d. per case (including 4d. to be re-
funded on the export of the case).

1948-49—Selling price about 4s. per
case to growers ex conntry depois..

(3) The maximum prices fixed for semi-
seasoned hardwood cases ex mill as from the
1st April, 1949, varied from 21s. 3d. to 22s,
94d. per dozen shooks, This price includes
1s. 3d. per dozen for commission.

(e) As to Pinewood Exports.

Mr. REYNOLDS asked the Minister for '

Forests:
How much, if any, of our loeal pinewcod
was exported to—
{a) Eastern States,
(b) oversea,
for the years ended June, 1947, 1948,
and to May, 1949¢%

The MINISTER replied:

No local pinewood was exported as sawn
timber to the Eastern States or oversea dur-
ing these years. Some local pine was wsed
ag cases for produce exported.

{7} As to State Saw Mils Output,
Allocation.

Mr. REYNOLDS asked the Minister for
Forests:

What percentage of output from State
mills went to-—

(a) private millowners,

(b) building contractors,

{¢) State concerns,
for the years ended Junme, 1947, 1948, and
to May, 1949%
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The MINISTER replied:
The percentages ex mills were as fol-
lows :—
(a) (b {c)
Private , Building State
Period. Mill v Con. Concerna.
QOwners. tractora.
% % %
194647 .. lessthanl not ob- 8.87
tainable
194748 " wo 14 .00
From the lst
July, 1948, to
the 31st May,
1949 | 13 72

The ﬁgures for local tmd.mg yards are not
obtainable.

(9) As to Sleepers and Mill Outputs.

Mr, REYNOLDS asked the Minister for
Forests:

{1) What quantity of jarrah sleepers
was sold to private buyers for purposes
other than railway construction daring the
years ended June, 1947, 1948, and to May,
1949, from—

{a) Banksiadale railway mill,
(b) other State sawmills?

{(2) Who were the purchasers and how
much was supplied to each

(3) What quantity of jarrah sleepers
was used within the State for railway con-

struction by—

{a) W.A.G.R.
(b) private companies,
during these years?
(4) What quantity of sleepers was ex-
ported to—
(a) Eastern States,
(b) oversea,
during these years?
(5) How many loads of timber were sold
for these years to private interests from—
(&) Banksiadale,
(b} Holyoake,
(c¢) Hakea?
{6) By how much has the price of jarrah,
karri and pinewood increased during these
years?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) Number of jarrzh sleepers sold to
private buyers for purpgses other than rail-
way construetion during years ended June,
1947, June, 1948, and May, 1949:—
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(a) From Banksiadale mill: June,
1947, nil; June, 1948, 3,468 sleepers
equal 136% loads; May, 1949, 2,260
sleepers equal 90 loads.

{b} From other State Saw Mills: June,
1947, nil; June, 1948, nil; May, 1949,
nil.

{2) Purchasers, and number supplied to
each .— ’

June, 1947 : nil.

June, 1948: Millars’ Timber & Trading
Cu,, 1,379; Bunning Bros., 640; Thomp-
son Bros.,, 300;¢Sandwell & Wood, 578;
McLean & Son, 271; Australian Lumber
Co., 150; Anderson Timber & Hardware
Co., 150; total 3,468.

May, 1949: Siate Saw Mills, 450;
Anderson Timber & Hardware Co., 150;
X. 0. Reece, 150; Hawkins, 150; Sand-
well and Wood, 300; C. H. Richardson,
304; Joiners Ltd., 150; Harris & Chinery,
150; Australian Lumber Co., 60; McLean
& Son, 200; Pickendike & Snllivan, 200;
total, 2,260.

(3) Sleepers nsed within the State for
railway construetion by —

(n) W.A, Government Railways for
railway eonstruction and maintenance:
June, 1047, 408,692 jarrah, blackbutt and
wandoo equal 16,080 loads; June, 1948,
390,273 jarrah, blackbutt and wandoo
equal 15,360 loads; May, 1949, 363,194
jarrah, blackbutt and wandoo equal
14,300 loads.

{b} Private companies: June, 1947,
20,600 jarrah and wandoo equal 1,000
loads; June, 1948, 9,515 jarrah and wan-
doo equal 462 loads; May, 1949, 23,717
jarrabh and wandoo equal 1,152 loads.

Note.—Separate figures for jarrah are
not obtainable.

{4) Quantity of sleepers exported to—

(a} Eastern States: 1846-47, 10,594
lnads; 1947-48, 9,545 loads; April, 1949,
7,007 loads.

(b} Oversea: 1946-47, 6,363 loads;
1047-48, 10,683 loads; April, 1949, 11,260
loads.
(5)

from—

{a) Banksiadale: June, 1947, 2902
loads; June, 1948, 2,738 loads; May, 1949,
2,958 loads. {The above includes dock-
ings and billets for case manufacture.)

Timber sold to private interests
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(b) State Saw Mills: June, 1947,
Hakesa 5,160 loads, Holyoake 4,721 loads;
June, 1948, Hakea 4,833 loads, Holyvozke
5,043 loads; May, 1049, Hakea 3,360
loads, Holyoake 4,045 loads.

{6) The price of jarrah has increased by
10s. 7d. per 100 super feet, that of Larri
by 12s, 1d. and of pine by s,

BROOME-TERRACE, NORTHAM,

Hon, A. R. G. HAWKE asked the Minis-
ter for Works:

Has a decision yet been made to assist
the Northam Munieipal Council to widen
Broome-terrace, Northam?

The MINISTER replicd:

The question of the widening of Broome-
terrace has been held up pending adviee
as to the dreédging proposals of the Nor-
tham eouncil.

RAILWAYS.

» (a) Az to Trucking, Fremantle Cargo.

Mr, FOX asked the Minister for Rail-
ways:

(1) Are the interests of the Railway De-
peartment being subordinated te the interests
of a private transport company?

(2) Why were railway trucks allowed to
remain idle in the Fremantle railway yard
while Bell Bros. were carting phosphatie
rock that was discharged from a ship at
North Wharf, Fremanile?

(3) Why were the said trucks allowed
to remain idle on Friday, the 20th, Satur-
day, the 21st, Sunday, the 22nd, and Mon-
day, the 23rd May, whilst a railway checker
was standing idly by all the aforesaid days
waiting for the trucks to be put into ecom-
mission %

(4) Who paid the wages of the said
checker?

(5 Will he in future see that railway
transport is used to the maximum in the
transport of ecargoes wunloaded at Fre-
mantle?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) No.

{2) The hon, member's statement iz too
vague for a specific answer. If he will
quote individual numbers of the alleged
trucks and the periods each was allowed to
remain idle, further inquiries will be made.
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(3) Answered by No. (2). There was no
railway checker standing idly by.

{4) Answered by No. (3).

(5) This is the general practice.

(b) As to Stendard Gauge.

Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister for
Transport: .

(1) Will he make a statement outlining
the present position regarding the construe-
tion of a standar@ gauge railway line be-
tween Kalgoorlie and Fremantle?

(2) Has any agreement with the Common-
wealth yet been signed? -

(3) If so, when is construction likely to
commence ¢

4) If not, what are the oufstanding
ohstacles to an agreement being reached?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) to (4) The matter of standardising
the gange of the Western Anstralian Govern-
ment Railways has recently heen examined
by a committee, consisting of Commonwealth
and this State’s representatives,

The committee’s report has been rereived,
and is being eonsidered in conjunction with
the rehabilitation proposals eopsequent
upon the report of the reeent Royal Com.
mission on the Government Railways.

A decision on the matter of standardisa-
tion of our railways should be possible in
the near future.

NATIVE AFFAIRS.

(a) As to Moore River Settlement and
. Mungja Station.

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY asked ibe.

Minister for Native Affairs:

(1) What was the total amount cxpended
on the residence of the Superintendent at
Moore River Settlement since the 1st Feb-
ruary, 1949¢%

(2) What was the total amount expended
in repairs or renovations to the kindergar-
ten building at Moore River Settlement up
to the lst February, 19497

(3) On what date was Cabinet's decision
obtained to finalise arrangements to hand
over the administration of Munja Native
Station?

(4) Has a Cabinet decision heen obtained
for the closure of Udialla Native Station?
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The MINISTER replied:

(1) £300 7s. 11d. This residence was in
a defective eondition of sanitation and re-
pair, no adequate maintenance having been
attempted for many years, and the expendi-
ture mentioned for renovation and sanita-
tion followed on an ingpeetion of the dwell-
ing made by the Assistant Commissioner of
Public Health when inspecting the settle-
ment between the 3rd and 6th February,
1949. .

(2) No record of any such expenditure
bhas been kept. Repairs and renovations,
if any, would have been paid from the gen-
eral expenditure of the settlement.

(3) The 10th March, 1949.

(4) Udialla Station remains the property
of the Department of Native Affairs, al-
though not at present being used as a na-
tive institution, and would be available for
further use for that purpose if required.
Consideration is being given to the location
of an institution to serve native children,
when the sunitability of TUdialla will be
examined in conjunction with representa-
tions from Kimberley- residents favouring &
different locality.

(b) As to Departmental Staff.

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY asked the
Minister forQNative Affairs:

(1) How many officers are at present em-
ployed by the Native Affairs Department,
who have had previons service in the ad-
ministration of natives in the territory of
Papua?

{2) What is the present salary of these
officers individually?

{3) What is the total yearly increase im
the department’s expenditure as a result of
the employment of these imported officers?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) Six.

(2) Mr. 8. G Middleton (Commis-
sioner), C-I-13, £908; Mr. Elliott-Smith,
C-II-3, £685; Mr. D. L. Pullen, G-II-4,
£664, plas district allowance £30; Mr. F.
W. G. Andersen, G-1I-4, £643; Mr. N. P,
Hawke, G-1I-5/6, £559; Mr. A. L. Ethell,
G-II-4, £643.

{3) £806.



214

(¢) ds to Welfare Expenditure.

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY asked the
Minister tor Native Affairs:

What is the anticipated inerease in the
annual expenditure on native welfare dur-
ing the year ended the 30ih June, 19497

The MINISTER replied:

£20,216.

(d) As to Officers’ Classifications,

Hon, A. A, M. COVERLEY asked the
Minister for Native Affairs:

In view of the Press statement from the
Commissioner of Native Affairs appearing
in “The West Australian™ of the 22nd June,
1949, will he advise what is the classifica-
tion grade under the Public Serviee Act of
each individual officer referred to in the
Press statement?

The MINISTER replied:

Northern  Region.—Mr. Elliott-Smith,
C-I1-3; Mr. J. Rhatigan, G-II-4; Mr. D. L
Pullen, G-IT-4; Mr. L. O'Neill, G-II-4.

Sonthern Region.—Mr. C. L. MeBeath,
{-I1-3; Mr. . W. G. Andersen, G-II-4;
Mr. C. R. Wright-Webster, G-11-4; Mr. N.
P. Hawke, G-II-5/6.

{e) As to Industrial Trouble, Marble Bur
Diatrict.

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY (without
notice) asked the Minister for Native
Affairs; ,

(1) Is he in a position to make a state-
ment to the House on the recent indunstrial
trouble caused by natives in the Marble
Bar distriet?

{2) If so, when will the statement be
mnde?

The MINISTER replied:

In apswer to Questions Nos. 1 and 2, I
can state shortly that the same inflnence,
with eommumistic affiliations, which be-
came active industrially in the Port Hed-
land distriet in 194546 is now being mani-
fested in the Marble Bar area. The result
is that the natives have been instigated
to appear in considerable force on some
stations, The natives employed there, who
would, I believe, have been bappy to
stay, feel constrained by the show of num-
hers and potential force to leave their em-
ployment. The Commissioner of Native
Affairs has recently been up in the Marble
Bar distriet and a senior inspector—Mr.
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(O'Neill—is now stationed in the district to
watch the situation and the Commissioner
or a senior officer is proceeding by air fo
Marble Bar on Thursday.

(f) As to Industrial T'rouble, Carnarvon
District.

Hon. A. A, M. COVERLEY ({without
notiece) asked the Minister for Native
Affairs:

In view of his statement to the House,
and his knowledge of the communistic in-
fluence in certain distriets in the North, is
the Minister prepared to return Inspeetor
Rhatigan to the Carparvon district because
I am informed that the same influence is
in evidence there?

The MINISTER replied: 1
I would be glad to give consideration to
the suggestion made by the hon. member.

GOLD MINING.

(a) As to Assistance to Prospeciors and
Mines.

Mr. KELLY asked the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Mines:

(1) How many prospectors are reeceiv-
ing Government assistance at the present
time ¢

{(2) How much did the Government ex-
pend on assistance to prospeetors for the
vear ended the 30th June, 1948?

(3} Excluding Federal advances for gold
mining, what amount did the State Govern-
ment advance to goldmines for the year
ended the 30th June, 19487

(4) What amount has been advanced to
date during this financial year?

(7 YWhat /mines were assisted, and to
what extent?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING re-
plied: o

{1} Twenty-three prospectors assisted as
at the 31st May, 1049,

(2) £6,057, 9s. 6d.

(3) Excluding Federal advances to mar-
ginal mines, the Depariment of Mines ad-
vaneed the goldmines for the year ended the
30th June, 1948, £8,200 15s.

(4) Excluding Federal advances to mar-
ginal mines the Department of Mines ad-
vanced to goldmines from the 1st July,
1948, to the 23rd June, 1949, £7,648 12s. 4d.
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(5) Goldmives assisted from the 1st
July, 1947, to the 23rd June, 1949 (exclud-
ing Federa! advances to marginal mines)—

Caledonian Mine,

9d.

Rocklea Mine, Meekatharra—£1 1s.
11d.

Lady Mary Mine, Sandstone—£1,191
25, 94.

Blue Pedro Mme, Nannine—£803.
Seots Greys Mine, Southern Cross—
£500.
Prince Charlie Mine, Bambhoo Creck—
£250.
Clamps Central Mine, Southern Cross
—£301 0s. 6d.
Australian Gold Production Limited
(Emu G.M., Agnew)—£3,710 16s. 5d.
Town Talk Mine, Marble Bar—£500.
Eundynie Mine, Coolgardie—£29 15s.
5d. .
Trump Mine, Marble Bar—£340.
Evanston (old Mining Company,
Evanston—£1,193 14s. 9d.
Lancefield Mine, Berin—£5,199 4s, 10d.

Yerilla King Mine, Kookynie—£672
Gs. 8d.
Bluebird Mine, Meekatharra—£499
19s. 7d.

Federation Mine, Marble Bar—£500.
(b) 4s to Government Assistance, ete.

Mr. STYANTS asked the Premier:

{1) In what ways, if any, has his Gov-
ernment assisted the goldmining companies
of this State to tide them over the diffieult
financial period thlough whlch they are
passing ¢

(2) What is the estimated additional
cost, both directly angd indirectly, annually,
1o the goldmining industry of this State, of
the recent increase in railway freights?

The PREMIER replied:

(1) This Government has rendered the
following assistance to the goldmining
companies

{a) It has guaranteed the Rural and

Indnstries Bank to the exient of

£160,000 to enahle a company at Kal-

gobrlie, comprising representatives of .

gold producing compadies, to purchase
and operate the Goldfields Firewood
Supply Company which, through un-
profitable operations, had signified that
it proposed to close down. This company

Nannine—£157 4s.-
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produced the fuel for the Kalgoorlie
Power Company, the source of mining
power in that loeality, and the Govern-
iment assistance ensured continuily of
such fuel

(b) It bas rednced domestic water
charges in the Eastern Goldfields, thus
ancouraging workers to settle and re-
main on the Goldfields, shortage of
labour being one of the goldmining com-
panies major worries,

{c} It has made, and continues to
make, vigorous appreaches to the Com-
monwealth Government in an endeavour
to have the price of gold in some way in-
creased in order to meeb rising costs.
These approaches and the disenssions
subsequently inaugurated between the
Comnionwealth Government and its
officials and this Government and its
officials were greatly responsible for the
Commonwealth's  providing  finaneial
grants to marginal mines.

(d) Further to encourage labour to the
fields, the State Housing Commission, by
arrangement with the Commonwealth,
has built 40 homes in Big Bell, and has
undertaken a building programme at
Kalgoorlie and Boulder.

(e) Finaneial assistance has been
granted to goldmines for development,
installation and erection of plant, ete.
During the last two years 16 mines have
been so assisted to the extent of approzi-
mately £16,000.

(£} Despite greatly increased costs of
operation, State Battery charges have
been kept at pre-war level, and batteries
operated at a loss to enable miners and
such companies who use them to have their
ore treated at reasonable rates.

(z) Every assistance has been render-
ed to emsure the expeditious importation
and delivery of machinery and supphes
of every description,

{2) Tt is impracticable to assess the ad-
ditional cost as earnings from freights
affecting the mining industry are not segre-
gated. However, the mining industry
benefited from the faet that rail freights

were tapered aecording to distance. While

freights for distances up to 150 miles were
inereased by 23 per cent., those for dis-
tances over 430 miles were increased by
only 10 per eent. Broadly, Boorabbin to
Comet Vale and Pindar to Munhinia rates
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from Perth were increased by 15 per cent.
and Yuonndaga to Leonora-Laverton and
Yoweragabbie to Big Bell-Wiluna by 10
per cent.

(3)
£116,400.

{b) Estimated subsidy from the 15th
June to the 30th June, £9,000.

CREAM, SYNTHETIC.
1 4
Ag to Constituents and Nutritive Value.

Mr, LESLIE asked the Minister for
Health : ’

(1) What substances or ingredients are
used in the manufaeture of the symthetic
eream now on sale in Western Austraha?

(2) Has this produet any nutrmonal
value, and if so, how does it compare with
true cream in this regard?

(3) In view of the stringent health laws
and regulations applieable to dairies and
places where milk and true eream produets
are handled, are similarly stringent regula-
tions, in the publi¢ interest, being applied
in connection with the manufacture of syn-
thetic cream?

{4) Is it intended, in the interests.of pub-
lic health, to take aclion to ensure that
deleteriong ' snbstances and ingredients of
doubtful quality will not be used in the
manufacture of synthetie cream?

(58) Is -t possible for ingredients. or sub-
stances of doubtful food value, though not
actually harmful, to ‘be used in the manu-
faeture of synthetic cream without such sub-
stances or -ingredients being detectable by
consumers

The MINISTER replied:

(1) Synthetic eream is an emulsion of
vegetable oil in skim milk.

(2} Its nutritional value varies with that
of the oil used—it would usunally lack the
vitamin eontent of true cream.

(3) The preparation is subject to the by-
laws applicable to the preparation and mar-

keting of food, hut no minimum standard’

for its composition is laid down under the
Food and Drug Regulations.

(4) Yes.

(5) Yes.

(a) Subsidy to the 21st June,

{ASSEMBLY.]

TELEPHONES.
As to Shortage and Service,

Mr. LESLIE asked the Premier:

(1) Is it a faet that there are in the
Commonwealth 120,000 unsatisfied clients of
the Postal Department wanting telephones
at the present time?

(2} Is it a fact that the Postmaster Gen-
eral, Senator Cameron, stated in Melbourne
on the 7th February of this year, that “as
labour and materials are both in short sup-
ply, postal officers must in the meantime
improvise to improve the service”?

(3) Will the State Government supply
to the Postmaster General some of the argu-
ments being used by the Opposition in the
Western Australian Parliament, in respect
of housing, with a view to endeavouring fo
aceelerate the rate of production of tele-
phones?

The PREMIER replied:

(1) and (2) From information published
in the Press I understand that this is eor-
rect.

{3) The difficulties which confront the
Postmaster General's Department in regard
to shortage of labour and materials are
also experienced by the State Government
in regard toeifs activities.

BUILDING SUPPLIES.
{a) As to State Saw BMills’ Output.

Hon. F. J. 8. WISE asked the Minister
for Housing:

What percentage of the total output of
State Saw Mills is geing into the building
irade in sizes used in ordinary home con-
struction?

The MINISTER replied:

I am advised that this information is not
available without a great deal of research,
but supplies for building purposes on what
is listed as No. 1 priority by the State Saw
Mills inclnde housing, War Service Land
Bettlement, schools, Public Works building,
Commonwealth railway housing, and small
supplies to other Government departments
—and the total 48, per cent. of produe-
tion.
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(b) As to Embargo on Asbestos Exports.

Mr. REYNOLDS asked the Minister for
. Housing: '
Iz the Government not able to place an

embargo on the export of the asbestos when
so much is needed in Western Australia?

The MINISTER replied:

Under Section 92 of the Constitution,
neither the Commonwealth nor any State
Government has power to prevent exports
from one State to another. Representations
have been made with a view to & proportion
of the production of blue ashestos from the
Hammersley Ranges being reserved for use
in this State.’

BAS]C WAGE.
Asg to Items Subsidised.

Mr. STYANTS asked the Attorney Gen-
erel:

(1) From which edible items contained in
the regimen upon which the basic wage is
computed has the Commonwealth Govern-
ment withdrawn its subsidy?

(2) How many of the items of the above

regimen are subsidised by the Common-
wealth Government?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:

(1) Potatoes.

(2) Tea—subsidised. Butter and cheese—
subsidised on a butterfat content.

CHARITABLE COLLECTIONS.
As to Publishing Resulis.

Mr. YATES asked the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Police:

Will he ensure that organisations conduct-
ing street collections in Perth on Fridays
publish in “The West Australian” within
five days of such collection the total amount
collected, so that the public who subscribe
are made aware of the amounts received?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING re-
plied: _

The regwations provide that a short
audited statement shall be published within
14 days of g street appeal. It is considered
impracticable to shorten the period.
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BULE HANDLING FACILITIES,
FREMANTLE,

As to Signing of Agreement.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN asked the Minisfer
for Lands:

On what date was the agreement between
the Government and Co-operative Bulk
Handling, Ltd., regarding the taking over
of the bulk handling facilities at Fremantle
signed by the company?

The MINISTER replied:

The parties con¢erned signed in turn and
the agreement was finally completed on the

27th April, 1949

WAR SERVICE LAND SETTLEMENT.
As to Sale of Farms, etc.

Mr. MANN asked the Minister for Lands:

(1) Will he lay. on the Table a return
showing the number of farms that have
been sold in Western Australia during the
past 12 months—

(a) privately;
(b) the number purchased by the State

Government for the War Service Land

Settlement Scheme for that period?

(2) In the fixing of standards of the
farms to be bought for the War Service
Land Settlement Schéme for the 1939-45 ex-
Servicemen, what part did the Western Aus-
tralian State Government, or Western Aus-
tralian officials, take in it, if any?

(3) Were these standards fixed by the
Commonwealth Government, or officials en-
tirely on their own?

(4) Who were the officers concerned in
thiz standard-fixing in Western Australin?

(5) What steps are being taken by him
to honour the promises made to ex-Service-
men regarding the purchase of farms, as it

would appear that hundreds of ex-Service-

men will again be missing another cropping
season in spite of the existing good prices?

~ (8) Would it not be possibla for him to
take up with the Minister for Reconstrue-
tion (Mr. Dedman) the possibility of re-
drafting whatever !purchase arrangements
they made in 1945-46, considering the great
increase of the basic wage, together with
the greater value of primary produets, as
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this would appear to be long overdue if the
Commonweslth or State (overnments in-

tend to carry out the aforementioned pro-
mises.

The MINISTER replied:

(1) (a) From the 20th September, 1948, -

to the 31st May, 1949—1518 properties.
Control of land sales prior to September,
1948, was administered by the Common-
wealth Governiment.

(b} From September, 1948, to the 31st
May, 1949—84 properties, Twelve months
ended the 31st May, 1940—132 properties.

(2) The minimum return to be obtained
from dairy farms to service commitments
under the Commonweslth-State agreement
was determined by the Commonwealth auth-
orities, The develeped area to attain this
return in different districts was determined
by State authorities and accepted by the
Commonwealth.

(3) The standards for wheat and sheep
farms, after a pumber of discussions be-
tween Commenwenlth and State officials,
. was finally recommended by the Department
of Agriculture and accepted by the Com-
monwealth.  The standards recommended
are intended to be flexible,

(4) The senior officers coneerned were
M. Cullity, Superintendent of Dairying; L.
Thomas, Superintendent of Wheat Farm-
ing; F. L. Shier, Assistant Superintendent
of Wheat Farming; G. Burvill, Commis-
sioner of Soil Conservation; R. W. Brown-.
lie, Commissioner of Rural and Industries
Bank; M. Austin, Chief Valuer, Rural and
Industries Bank.

(5) Suitable properties are being acguired
by the Land Purchase Board. Occupation
is arranged wherever development is suffi-
ciently advaneed.

(6) No promise was made that all ex-
Servicemen would be established on repur-
chased estates, The Land Purchase Board
is not restricted te any greater extent than
the private individusl in the purehase of
suitable properties for War Service Land
Settlement.

MILK BOARD.

Ads to Compensation Fund Levies.

Hon. J. T. TONK'IN asked the Minister
for Lands:

[ASSEMBLY.] )

(1} Has the Milk Board made any request
to the Government to be empowered to take
action for the reeovery of amounis out-
standing ageinst sundry debtors who have
not made the required contribution to the
compensation fund?

(2) Is the Milk Board completely without
power to take some disciplinary action
against the reealeitrant persons or firms?

{3) Is the Government satisfied to allow
a state of affairs to continue which virtu-
ally has the effect of permitting certain
firms to obtain a higher price for milk thap
those who have complied with the Milk
Board’s requirements and met their obliga-
tions¢

The MINISTER replied:
(1) The ebairman of the Milk Board has

conferred on a number of oceasions with

the Minister for Agriculture amd has con-
sulted Crown Law officials with a view fo
ascertaining if any means could be dis-
covered or provided to enable the board to
take action for the recovery of the amounts
outstanding.

(2) The Milk Board has no power to re-
eover the amounts unpaid.

(3) Sinee the passing of the Milk Act
Amendment Aect earlier this session, milk
vendors and treatment plants are exempted
from the payment of contributions to the
compensation fund.

SUPERPHOSPHATE.
{@) As to Rail and Road Transport.
Mr. STYAXTS asked the Minister

for Railways:

(1) What is the estimated loss to the
Railway Department on the haulage of
superphosphate for the 12 months ended the
21st June, 19497

(2) What is the average cost per ton mile
haulage on the railways’?

(3) What is the freight rate per ton mile
charged for superphosphate?

(4) What is the average cost of haulage
per ton mile for superphosphate by road
transport?

{5) What were the total tonnages of
superphosphate hanled by the railways and
road transport respectively for the above-
mentioned period? *
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The MINISTER replied:
(1) £319,000.

(2) 3.06 pence.

{3) .59 pence.

(4) Approxnnately 425 pence.

{5) Rail—213,861 tons. Road—124,016
tons, June, 1949 figures are not yet avail-
able and the above information covers the
period from the 1st July, 1948, to the 31st
May, 1949.

(b) As te Carting Subsidy.
Mr. STYANTS asked the Premier:

What are the amounts involved in the
subsidy paid to road transport of super-
phosphate for the 12 months ended the 21st
June, 1949—

(a) already paid;
. (b) estimated amount involved in the

recent extension' of the period in which
the subsidy will be paid this year?

The PREMIER replied:
(a) Subsidy to the 21st June, £116,100.

(b) Estimated subsidy from the 15th
June to the 30th June, £9,000.

{c) As to Deliveries.

Mr. REYNOLDS (without notice) asked
the Minister for Transport:

An item appeared in this morning’s
paper under the heading of “Delivery of
‘Super. Farmers' Union's Complaints,”
which set out the decisions arrived at by a
meeting of the farmers’ union representa-
tive of 14 different branches. The item
stated—

Disgatisfaction was expressed about the de-
livery of superphosphate. The meeting agreed
to o Bruce Rock motion that the union impress
upon the Government the necessity for the
railway department to concentrate on heavy
haulage, such a3 wheat and superphosphate,
giving particular attention to long distance
haulage and that road transport be utilised as
far as was economically posgible.

Is it the intention of the Minister to comply
with that resolution?

Mr. Marshall:
sidy!
The MINISTER replied:

I did not get a copy of the question or
= notification that it would be asked, but I
am glad to say that a conference is being

That is, without a sub-
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called for Friday next, the lst July, to
make the necessary arrangements for the
transport of super. for the next year.

ALUNITE WORKS.
As to Contract Carting.
Mr. EELLY: asked the Minister for In-
dustrial Development:

(1) How many contractors are employed
at Chandler Alunite Works for the cartage
of timber, salt, and all ether commodities?

(2) What is the present annual tonnage

carted to the works—
(a) timber;
{b) salt;
{c) other goods?

(3) Is it the Government’s intention to
dispense with ecartage contractors and in-
stall Government-owned and operated trucks
for all road haulage?

{(4¢) How many vehicles will be pur-
chased, what type, and at what cost?

{6) How soon will they begin opera-
tions?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Two,
(2} (&) Timber—25,000 tons,
{b)Salt—500 tons.
(¢) Other goods—outwards
inwards 5,000 tons,
(3) Government-owned trucks are now
operating, Future policy will be dictated
by ecircumstances.

(4) Four Monarch diesels and three ex-
Army Ford semi-trailers have already been
purchased at a total cost of £13,800.

(5) They are already operating.

3,444

PETROL SALES.
As to Illegal Trading.

Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister for
Labour:

{1) Is he aware that unrestrieted sales of
petrol, are taking place at s number of city
motor service stations daily after legal
trading hours, also on Sundays and holi-
days contrary o the provisions of the Fac-
tories and Shops Aet?

(2) What steps, if any, are being taken
to prevent this unfair competition against
law-abiding retailers?
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(3) Will he have appropriate action
taken to terminate the practice?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) Yes, but aitention is drawn to the
provisions of Section 101 (¢) of the Fae-
tories and Shops Act as amended by No.
47 of 1946.

(2) Close co-operation exists with the
Service Station Association.  Inspeectors
observe and check the situation from time
to time, but as the law now stands the posi-
tion is most diffienlt, .

(3) Every effort has been made and will
be made to see that the law is observed.

BANANA INDUSTRY.
As to Promoting Expansion.

Hon ¥. J. 8. WISE asked the Minister
for Lands:

In view of the undoubted success of the
banana industry at Carnarvon, and the con-
sequent keen demand for suitable land, will
he arrange at the earliest possible date to
have an authoritative inspeetion made, and
report given, upon the availability of all
land suitable for banana culture still un-
developed and adjoining the Gaseoyne
River; such report to take fully into ae-
count the guantity of water available to the
whole of the industry including its pros-
pective expansion?

The MINISTER replied:
There is already considerable information

available in respect to the £faetors ‘men-,

tioned, and the Department of Agrieulture
will co-operate with the Department of Pub-
lie Works in earrying out the investigation
desired.

.
IRRIGATION.
As to Utilising Gascoyne River.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE asked the Minister
for Works:

Will he cause a complete inguiry and sur-
vey to be made of all prospeets within a
reasonable distance of Carnarvon, of hold-
ifg back the waters in the Gascoyne River
to epmsure a constant supply for irrigation
being available to settlers?

The MINISTER replied:

Yes, within the limitations of available
staff.

[ASSEMBLY.}

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL FRANCHISE,
Ag to. Introduction of Legislation.

Hon, F. I. 8. WISE asked the Attorney
General:

Does he intend to introduce again this
session the Bill to amend Section 15 of
the Constitution Act Amendment Act which
deals with the franchise of the Legislative
Couneil, and which was defeated in the
Legislative Couneil?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:

It is pnot customary to announce the Gov-
ernment’s legislative programme in response
to parliamentary questions,

HOUSING.

{a) ds to Construction at Wittenoom
Gorge.

Mr. REYNOLDS asked the Minister for
Housing:

How many houses have been constructed
at Wittenoom Gorge for employees on the
blue ashestos mine during 1948, and to May,
19497

The MINISTER replied :
Hounses for employees of Blue Asbestos
Mine—

{2) Under Commonwealth-State Rental
Seheme—Completed, 13; under constroe-
tion, 5; coniract approved, 10; total, 30.

{(b) Private permit issued to company
for construetion of 10 two-roomed huts.

(b) As to Small Unit Families,

Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister for
Housing:

(1) How many applications have been
received for houses under the two- and
three-unit family schemeq

{2) What is the number of permits that
have been issned under this scheme?

{3) On bow 'many such buildings has
work been commenced?

{4) How many have been completed?

+ The MINISTER replied:
(1) Applications received from two- and

‘three-unit families for houses—

{(a) Under Commonwealth-State Ren-
tal Scheme—2,921.



(b) For permits to build privately,
approx.—1,500 (separate record not kept
until priority established).

(2) 921. .
(3) (a) Commonwealth-State rental
homes—3238. ;

(b) Private permits—information not
available.

(4) (a)

homes—12,

L

Commonwealth-State rental

(b) Private permits-——information not
available.

{e} As to Ez-Service Tenanis.

Mr. GRAHAM asked the Mlmster for
Housing :

Has the Government any intention of
giving ex-Service tenants protection from
eviction in view of the termination of Com-
monwealth anthority in that regard?

The MINISTER replied:

All tenants are afforded certain safe-
guards against evietion under regulations
made under fthe Incremse of Rent (War
Restrictions) Aet. The matter of continu-
ing the special proteetion which was
afforded to ex-Service tenants and their de-
pendants under Commonwealth moratorinm
regulations is at present under considersa-
tion.

CAUSEWAY TRAMS.

As to Termination of Service.

Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister for
Transport:

(1) When is it antieipated that the tram-
way service over the Causeway will be
terminated?

(2) Will motor buses or trolley-buses re-
place the trams?

{3) Is there any intention to hand over
the routes to private concerns?®

The MINISTER replied:

{1) As soon as the omnibuses are ready
to take over the services.

(2) Motor buses,
{(3) No.

(28 Juwxg, 1949.]
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FISH WEIGHING.

As to Provision at Fremantle,

Mr. FOX asked the Minister for Hous-
ing:

(1) Hag a permit been issued to a person
to build a house on the jetty at the Fre-
mantle Markets in which to place seales to
weigh fish?

(2) Is'he aware that ample weighing
facilities are available at the adjacent fish
markets?

{3) In view of the housing shortage, will
he give this matter his early consideration
in order to prevent building materials be-
ing unsed unnecessarily?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) No permits issued, as cost of build-
ing was under £30.

Releases issued in December last for only
eight sheets of galvanised corrngated iron
and 14 small sheets of agbestos for store-
room and office on jetty. Building was eon-
sidered necessary as fishermen had been
forced to vacate accommodation in Har-
bour and Light Department’s building.

{2) The question of weighing facilities
did not arise when the releases were ap-
plied for.

{3f The building is almost eomplete. Tha
prevention of unnecessary use of building
materials generally is constantly receiving’
consideration.

COAL STRIKE.
(a) As to Government Printing Office,
Auztliary Plant.

Hon. F. J. 8. WISE (without notiee)
asked the Premier:

:

Has any action béen taken to arrange
for the Government Printing Office to fune-
tion with the aid of an auxiliary plant and
if so what action®

The PREMIER replied:

The Minister for Labour informs me that
arrangements have been made for two
auxiliary plants fyom the R.A.AF. to be
installed,

(b) As to Elsctricity Supplies and Coal
Congumption.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN (without notice)
asked the Minister for Works:
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(1) What js the total guantity of eoal
at present in stock or in transit for the
Electricity Commission?

(2) How much coal would be required
to maintain the existing rate of supply of
electricity to enable industry to carry on
beyond today for the remaining part of this
week?

{3) What is the estimated quantity of
coal required daily to maintain a sapply of
electricity to earry on essential services such
as sewerage pumping, water supply and
" hospital requirements?

(4) Is it absolutely necessary to cut off

the supply of electricity at 6 a.m. tomorrow
as is proposed?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) Approximately 11,000 tons.

(2) Approximately 5,000 tons,

(3) Approximately 200 tons per day.
(4) Yes.

(¢) As to Power for Domestic
Refrigerators.

Mr. LESLIE (without notice) asked the
Minister for Works:

(1) Can the Minister say whether it will
he possible to supply electric eurrent to
domestie vsers for a limited period each
day fo allow domestic refrigerators to be
kept in use and thus avoid damage to such
machines which may result from their be-
ing ont of operation for a protracted
period?

(2} If unable, at the present juncture,
fo indicate the possibility of this service
heing piven, will he have the matter in-
vestigated ?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) In the known circumstances, I do not
anticipate being able to give the hon. mem-
her a favourable reply.

(2) T will have the matier investigated.
(d) Aa to Sittinga of Parliament.

Mr. GRAHAM (without notice) asked
the Premier:

‘Will he give consideration, bhecanse of the
present erisis, te this Honse meeting dur-
ing daylight hours and if so why did he
decidé to instal a costly generating plant
which at the best will give an ineflective
licht to certain portions of the building
only and make it exceedingly difficult for
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servants of this House, perhaps ‘reporters,
and staff attached to the kitchen, to work.
Further in view of the faet that the light-
ing provided will be nnsatisfactory, will he
give consideration to my proposition that
the House should, during the crisis, meet
during daylight hours?

The PREMIER replied:

The plant referred to by the hon. mem-
her can be utilised by the Government in
other directions when it is not required at
Parliament House. It was decided that light
should be provided becaunse of the emer-
gency eonditions, I do not know what
might happen as a result of the present
position.

Hon, A, A. M Coverley: Why not ad-
Journ for a fortnight?

The PREMIER: It may be necessary to
implement certain legislation but I can as-
sure the hon. member that every considera-
tion is being piven to the conditions under
which the staff are working, Later on in
this sitting I intend to ask the House to
git at 2 p.m. tomorrow and adjourn, prab-
ably st 615 p.m. Further consideration
will be given by the Government to the
hours of sitting.

QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS.
(a) As to Supplying of Answers.

Hon. F. J. 8. WISE (without notice)
asked the Minister for Mousing:

In view of the fact that a Minister handed
a set of questions to the member for Irwin-
Moore to be answered, will he ensure that
Ministers answer their own fuestions?

The MINISTER replied:

I know nothing of the matter referred
to by the hon, member.

{(b) As to Printing of Questions on Notice.

Hon. F. J. 8. WISE: Ministers todey
have requested that some questions be put
on the notice paper. I wish to make it
quite ¢lear that, in an endeavour to assist
the Premier in the printing of the notice
paper, questions, so far as we are com-
cerned, handed in today need nol appear
on the notice paper, need not be printed,
and can be snswered by Ministers as if
such questions were on the notice paper.

r
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PRICE_CONTROL.

{a) As to Foodstufs.

Mr. HEGXNEY asked the Attorney Gen-
eral :

What was the fixed price for the follow-
ing commodities as at the 30th September,
1948, and the 23rd Junme, 1949, respee-
tively :—

Meat—

Beef :—Sirloin per 1b.; Ribs per 1b;
Steak (rump) per Ib.; Steak (chuek) per
Ih.; Sausages per b.; Corned silverside
per 1b.; Corned brisket (rolled} per Ih.

Mutton:—Leg per 1b.; Forequarter per
Ib.; Loin per lb. Chops (loin) per ib.;
Chops {leg) per Ib.

Pork:—Leg per lb.;
Chops per 1h.
Jam—Plum, 13lb. tin.
Potatoes—Per 7 b,
Soap—Household, per 1b.
Eggs—Standard, new laid, per doz.
Milk—Fresh, per pint.

Bacon rashers—per 1b.?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replicd:

COMPARATIVE RETAIL PRICES,
30th Sept., 23rd June,
1943, 1949,

8. d. d.
7
f
1
4

10

Beef—per 1b.:
' Sir—l;?nheef A |
Rolled rib .. .. .. .. 1
Rump steak .. .. .. 1
Chuck steak .. .. ..
Sausages .o
Corned m]vermde o1
Rolled brisket
Mutton—per Ib.:
Leg .. .. .. .. .. .. 1
Forequarter .
Toin .. .. .. 0 -1
Lpin chops
Leg chops”. .
Pork—per 1b.:
Leg.
Loin,
Chops—-—Best loin.
Fore loin.
(Pork was removed from
Commonwealth Government
September, 1948.)
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price control by
before the 30ih

s d. s. d.
Jam—per 13%1b. tin:

I.X.L.—Rosella 17 1 6
Potatoes—{71b.} 1014 1 4
Soap—Household, per Ib.:

Peak, 2lb. bar .. .. 1 1 4

Slg-na.l 30oz. pkt. 15 15

Velvet, 240z. bar .. 1 3 1 3
Eggs—(1st uahtyhen

glger doz. q.._ ) 2 7 3 4

(Wholesale prlces determmed by W.A. Egg
Board.)

Loin per lh.;
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Milk— d. d.
Bulk, per pint 414 5
Bottle, per pint .. .. 3 514

{Prices detcrmined by W.A. Milk Board.)
Bacon rashers.—Decontrolled by the Com-
monwealth before the change-over.

(b) As to Remoral of Subsidies and Tabling
List of Subsidised Goods.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I under-
took, for the Leader of the Opposition, to
plaee on the table of the House certain in-
formation in reply to a gumestion which he
asked. I now have this information as far
as I have heen able to obtain it, I was
asked whether I would prepare a statement
for tabling in the House showing the prices
in Western Australia of all goods affected
by subsidy as at the date the State took
over prices control, the 20th September,
1948, and as at the lst June, 1949. It is
not practicable to show a list of prices
existing as at the 20th September, 1948, of
all goods affected by subsidy because of
the great number of “brands,” “sizes”
and ‘‘types’’.

Many of the brands and types‘ which
may have been selling at the 20th Septem-
ber, 1948, are not on sazle today, and vice
versa. Another faetor is that many goods
sold in September are not sold in June be-
canse of seasonal requirements, The items
on the lists whieh I propose to lay on the
Table of the House are representative
brands and are those goods generally in de-
mand throughbut the greater portion of the
year. The increases, where these have
occurred, would also he reflected in other
brands by approximately the same percent-
age. I ask for leave to table these papers.

Leave given; papers tabled.

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.

1, Farmers’ Debts Adjustment
Amendment (Continuance).
Introduced by the Minister for Edu-

cation.

2, Licensing Aet Amendment (No. 2). ,
Introduced by Mr. Graham,

Act

LEAVE OF ABSENCE,

On motion by Mr. Brand, leave of

absence for two weeks granted to Hon.
A. F. G Cardell-Oliver {Subiaco) on the

ground of ill-health.
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On motion by Mr. Styants, leave of

sbsence for two weeks granted to DMr.

Rodoreda (Roebourne) on the ground of-

urgent public business.

BILL—BUILDING OPERATIONS AND
BUILDING MATERIALS CONTROL ACT
AMENDMENT (CONTINUANCE) (No. 2).

Second Reading,

Debate resumed from the 23rd June.

HON. .J. B. SLEEMAN (Fremantle)
[5.18]: In my opinion, the lifting of re-
strictions on confrols of certain materials
hag made for the slower completion of some
houses. I am not accusing the Minister of
going sloy on the job, because I believe he
has worked hard and gonseientiously. How-
ever, I do believe the housing position in
Western Auvstralia has got out of hand. I
heard the member for Mt Marshall lasé
waek making apologies for the Government
and saying that the canse of the present
position was that the ‘previous Government
did not tell the present Government of the
state of the Bast Perth power house. That
was no reason whatsoever. I do know that
the previous Government told the House
many times that it was next to impossible,
as things were, to provide houses for two-
unit families. However, that did not pre-
vent members of the present Government
from promising what they would do for
the two-unit families. In his Poliey Speech,
the Deputy-Premier said:— *

We will appoint a woman on the Housing
Commission and other commissions where a
woman may be regarded aa similarly interested.
Permits to build will be issued where only two

persons are to be housed and where hardship
is shown.

T will endeavour to show- that hardship has
been shown with two-unit families and the
faet of having a woman on the Commission
has not seemed to improve matters at all,
whereas the women of two-unit families
are up against it for accommodation, Fre-
mantle is one of the worst places in the
Biate as far as being unable to get permits
is concerned. I ean truthfully say there are
hundreds on the priority list around Fre-
mantle but I cah never get them off. T can
quote letters to prove that they are on
priority and there they stop. I hope that
something will be done to remove them
from the priority list and obtain homes

[ASSEMBLY.]

for them which they so muceh deserve. This
is a sample of the answers I receive re-
garding people with two-unit families:—

Referring to your enquiries regarding the

application of Mr. H. Brown for s Common-
wealth-State rental homie, I regret to advise
you that it has not yet been possible to offer
any assistance in this case owing to the mumber
of applications pending from persons with
families of young children who are suffering
greater hardship.
That is the way they reply to applications
from two-unit families angd, if this sort
of thing is to continue, no such family will
be able to get & home. There are so many
people with three-unit families or lerger
that they will get preference, so why does
not the Government tell the people that
they cannot yet provide homes for two-
unit families? It is not fthe Government
that is getting the blame; the people tell
members that the Government is providing
homes for two-unit families and ask why
they ceannot get homes. They invariably
say that other members of Parliament can
get homes for families of two units be. .
canse the Govermmeni has made promises
to provide them. I have another reply from
the Housing Commission whieh shows that
a three-unit family cannot get a home either.
This family is living in a leaky old eara-
van and has been seeking a home for a
long time. As to this instanee, T would like
to know what the woman on the Commis-
sion is doing, beeanse the mother is expect-
ing to he confined to hospital shortly for
her second child. The letter reads—

Further to previous correspondence with
respect to your application for assistance to
build under the provisiona of the War Service
Homes Act, T have to advise that an inspec-
tion was recently earried out with regard te
vour pregent living circumstances and the mat-
ter placed before the Commission with a view
to establishing priority. )

Whilst it is agreed that your present liv-
ing conditions are not of a very high standard,
I regret that your case ecannot be comsidered
as an immediate emergency priority.

I shall be pleased if yon will make further
approaches to the Commisgion when your second
child arrives, when the position can be further
reviewed.

That is the plight of a three-unit family with
the mother being told by the Commission
that when the seecond child comies along
she is to get in touch with it again to see
what can be done. On the following day,
the same family received this letter—
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Receipt is acknowledged of your medical
certifieate regarding the expected additior to
your family.

When the expected child arrives, will you

please advise me and I will arrange for am
immediate review of your application. No
goarantee can he given Jregarding the early
issue of .a building permit, but your name, in
any case, will be transferred to the four-anit
priority liat, which will mean a substantial
reduection in the weiting time for this.
It iz eoming to something when a woman
in the family way, with one child already,
has to wait until the second child arrives
before her applieation is considered. She
will have to wait until she sefs out from
the leaky caravan to enter the hoapital,
and then she can go to the Commisgion
and say, ‘“The child has arrived, what will
you do for me now?'’ I hope she will not
have to wait for the arrival of a third
child before she receives some considera-
tion. T have dozens of such leiters which
have been sent to two and three unit families,
and the excuse is always the same.
I cannot even get an Army hut for them.
The reply I received to my question regard-
ing an Army hut was, ‘“Unfortunately,
althouglh these people are in a very bad
state regarding housing, we cannot put
them into an Army hut because they are
being reconditioned and people will have
to wait for a considerable time before the
huts are completed.’’ This is a different
type of reply, and is addressed to a man
with a Ehree-lmit tamily. It reads—

With reference to your recent enquiry re-
garding the abovenamed, I desire fo state that
this applicant was placed on the priority list
on the 10th April, 1948,

It will be at least 18 months before his turn
ean be reached.
He is one of those that I can always get
on priority.

Hon. A. H. Panton: That is the easiest
part, getting them on priority.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: It will be at
least 18 months before his turn comes. I
hepe the Minister will do something for
these people and that he will not tell the
public that two-unit families ean obtain
homes beecaunse it is the members who get
the blame. The Government says that
homes for two-unit families are being pro-
vided, but they are not. If all members
cannot he ireated the same, the Govern-
ment ought to tell the punblie that there
are too many people with large families
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to be provided for and that two-unit families
will have to wait, If the Minister is
not prepared to tell the people this, he
should ensure that all members get an
equal percentage of homes for two-unit
families. I shall be interested to hear the
Minister’s reply in regard to this point.
I think it would be better to have an open
go regarding materials than for the posi-
tion to be as it is at present. With some
materials zrestrictions are being lifted,
whilst others continue to be restrigted.

ME. McCULLOCH (Hannans) [5.28]: Tt
was not my intention to speak on this
measure, but after listening patiently to
the member for Canning on Thursday last,
I consider that he has made some very false
and misleading statements to this House.
Firstly, I will deal with his reference to
the basie wage. It may be irrelevant to the
Bill, but he told the House that his father,
on a basiec wage of £3 a week, built a home
in Legflerville. That statement is wrong.
The basie wage was never £3 a week in this
State. Seeondly, he said that applicants
for houses today were only adding to the
shortage becanse these men or women
shonld have saved their money in pre-war
days to purchase homes. Unfortunately,
prior to the war the workers did not hiave
the money or the employment to enable
them to buy homes. The member for Can-
ning also inferred that these people were
wasting their money. Very vividly I reeall
a gentleman by the name of Yales who had
a practice on the Goldflelds that was de-
finitely illegal. I am not saying it ‘was the
member for Canning, but it was a gentle-
man of the same name. On many Saturday
nights this man helped these people to
waste their money.

So far as the shortage of houses is con-

_cerned, I would say that the Goldfields

peoplé are perhaps not so badly off as those
in the metropolitan area. Press publicity
recently has been given to bringing 360
migrant ex-Servicemen to the Goldfields.
There are also indieations that it is in-
tended to house these men on the race-
course. I always thought a raceconrse was =
place for racehorses, but seemingly they

are going to house this number of men on

the Boulder racecourse. I understand that
the Minister for Migration has authorised
those men to go to the Goldfields, We can-
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not expect them to live on the racecourse
all their lives, and the Minister should
make provision now to ensure that these
men are housed in a proper manner. It may
have been all right during the years of war
"~ when men had to submit to all soris of
hardships, but we cannot expeet them to
continue to live under similar conditions in
peacetime. The municipality of Kalgoorlie
has ecireularised residents as to the number
of migrants they could accommodate, The
response to the cireulars was that 15 could
be put np. This indicates that the housing
position on the Goldhelds is very acute. A
man advertised a house for sale and had
eight applicants for it between 8 a.m. and
noon on the day the advertisement appeared
in the ‘‘Kalgoorlie Miner.”’ This again
indicates the housing shortage on the Gold-
felds.

A contractor named Pike had fonr vacant
houses at Kundip and had been awaiting
permission from the Housing Commission
for five weeks to shift them to Esperanece,
It was not wntil I made representations to
the Commission on his bebalf that Mr. Pike
obteined permission to move the houses. I
do not blame the Minister for this; I hlame
the administraiion. These little pinpricks
arouse the ire of the people and make them
realise that matters connected with hous-
ing are not O.K. There is a house that was
finished in January and the family had
everything but the key, and it was not natil
the day before yesterday that the family
was advised that the house could not be
alloeated at present. I am not conecerned
about attributing blame to one party or
another. During the war years, all build-
ing activity had to be directed to the
- Armed Forees, so that it is of no use blam-
ing either the previous or the present Min-
ister for Housing. We know that the hous-
ing problem is & heritage from the war
years. As we could not take men from
the Services to work on house eonstruction,
we have reached the present diffienlt posi-
tion. During the week-end, I had a ring
from people who wanted a house in Kal-
goorlie, and I made inquiries of a house
. agent. T was told that it would he im-
possible for those people to obtain a home
for at least a month. T warn the Minister

that, if the 360 migrants are sent to the -

Goldfields, homes must be provided for
them. T should like to see the population
of the Goldfields increase, but I do mnot

[ASSEMBLY.]

want to see people living under adverse
conditions. Nothing will give them a worse
impression than trestment of the sort I
have indicated. T leave it at that and sup-
port the seconll reading of the Bill.

MR. WILD (Swan) [3.33]: I cannot
help feeling that during this debate some
members have been rather destructive in
their criticism. The member for.Sonth Fre-
maatle, who I regret is not in his place at
the moment, spoke about memhers on this
side of the House nob knowing what it was'
to live in poverty or in substandard houses,
I think he eonveyed the impression that we
live in houses such as thase to be found in
Mount-street. T for one should like to set
his mind at rest on that score. I live in a
5-raomed wooden house which eost £790 and
when I took possession of it three years
ago, I had to put in two windows and suop-
ply a fly-proof door. Thus I at any rate
cannot be said to ecome in the category of
those mentioned by the hon. member,

The Minister for Lands: He himself has
2 nice home. ‘

Mr. WILD: The main issne should be,
not what happened in 1938 or 1939, but
what we can do for the many thousands of
people who today are looking for homes.
The member for East Perth has been coa-
docting a wordy warfare in the Press with
Mr. Mattiske who, I understand, represents
the Builders’ Guild. Last week, the Minis-
ter told the hon, member that there were
something like 21,000 applications for
houses. I have no doubt that the Minister,
when he replies, will be able to explain
that. Anyone who gives five minntes’ con-
sideration to the matter or has bad the ex-
perience of calling on the Housing Commis-
sion will realise that the total includes
many people who have applied for each of
the four classes of homes.

Mr. Oraham: That is, if that was, the
case.

Mr. WILD: It is the case today. The
hon. member should read what happened in
New South Wales 14 or 15 months ago. A
cireular was sent to the 32,000 applicants
whose names appeared on the departmental
files asking, “Are you still an applicant
for a house? If so, what type do you de-
gire? At the bottom of the cireular was
the intimation, “If no reply is reeeived
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within 28 days, it will be considered that
yon no longer require a house.” The 32,000
applieations were fined down to 21,000, and
I venture to say that if the 21,644 quoted
to the hon. member last week were treated
similarly, the total comld prohably . be
whittled down to about 10,000 or 11,000.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: That is impossibie,
because the Minister said there were 12,000
applications for Commonwealth-State rental
homes,

Mr. WILD: That is so, but the hon, mem-
ber knows full well that many people who
find accommodation do not inform the Hous-
ing Commission and their names still ap-
pear ¢n the files as applicants. The Com-
mission might well investigate the adminis-
trative side of this terrific ;problem and en-
sure that there is no duplication or tripli-
cation of applications for homes.

As to the 10,000 or 11,000 people wait-
ing for homes, we might well ask, “Where
do they come from?’ Many have come
from mining towns that have been forced
fo close down in recent months. Many are
migrants. | It might interest members to
know that during the last 12 months, we
have received , 5,250 British migrants. I
appreciate that when migrants dre nomi-
nated, relatives are supposed to provide ac-
commodation for them for the first 12
months, but human nature is human nature;
Probably family rows oecur and it is not
long before some couple with two, three or
four: children approaches the Commission
and gels on the list for a house by virtue
of having five in the family, Instead of
ranking at the tail-end of the queue, this
couple finds itself at the head, and a man
who has been waiting probably for two
or three years is put lower down the list.

1 believe that we are reaping the benefit
of the return of many ex-Servicemen who
left the State with the Armed Forces.
Many of these men, from 1939 to 1946,
were unable to inerease their families, and
pow they are back have risen from 3-unit
or 4-unit families to 5-unit or 6-unit fami-
‘lies, Every day some good Western Aus-
tralian woman is giving birth to another
son or daughter, and that puts the family
bigher in the priority list.

T am not satisfied with the distribution
of some of the essential materials, I wish
to touch lightly on the items of cement,
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brieks and timber. The Commission, in its
wisdom, lifted control on these items a few
months ago. Members know that the
moment the control on bricks was lifted, gar-
ages and brick fences were being built
everywhere. One of the first brick fences
erected was for the Principal Architect,
Mr. Clare, and it does not reflect any'eredit
on him that that should have bheen so.

Recently, the Government sought to SII
the gap bhetween the cement requirements
of the housing industry, the Public Works
Department and private consumers by im-
porting as a first consignment about 6,000
tons from England.

From my observations, I conclude that
a large proportion of the loeal cement has
found its way to the Public Works Depart-
ment and that all John Citizen ean buy is
the English cement supplied by Harris
Searfe & Sandovers, MeLean Bros. & Rigg,
and other distributors, at double the priee.
The ides of importing cement was to relieve
the local demand, the Public Works Depart-
ment taking the imported cement at the
higher price, leaving the cheaper local pro-
duet for private citizens. Since the con-
trols were lifted, we cannot help noticing
the garden paths, kerbs and brick fences
that have been constructed, Admittedly, we
all have work to do about the home; prob-
ably for seven or eight years during the
war we were unable to attend to these re-
quirements, Everyone wanted cement, and,
when we have various companies and num-
erous private people using it, the supply
is soon exhansted.

The timber position, in my opinion, is
far from satisfactory. I cannot speak om
this subjeet with authority, but I listened
with interest to the member for Nelson. I
looked up his speech of last year on the
subject and made a few inquiries. The
problem bristles with difficulties and ofter
I feel that we are moving round in eireles.
Anyhow, there is certainly something
wrong with the timber position in this
State. I heard a member say the other
day that a lot of second-grade timber was
being used in this State and that all the
good timber was being exported to the
Eastern States or oversea. I decided to
spend Sunday looking around a few of the
buildings that are being'erected by large
coniractors at Welshpool, Queen's Park
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and Belmont, and I would say that 50 per
eent. of the timber being used was defi-
nitely of second-grade.

I have here the Minister’s speech of last
year on exactly the same Bill. He was
questioned by the member for Nelson about
the very subjeet I am mentioning and he
said he wonld go into the positicn. But
I regret to say that at the moment I can-
not see very mueh improvement in regard
to timber. Replying to the debate last
vear, and particularly to the queries con-
cerning the amount of timber exported not
only oversea but interstate, the Minister
said :—

The BState Iousing Commission
through its laison officer inforts the timber
industry, or the main general purpose mills
which produce most of the timber, that there
will he required timber—in this current year,
for instance,—for 3,200 houses; and the tim-
ber merchants—that is, the main merchants
who deal mostly with the timber trade—
reserve miterials as a first priority te fulfil
the volume of permite anticipated to be issued.
I suggest to the Minister that that is the
wrong way round. I realise that he quoted
Section 92, That is something very much
beyond me; but it seems to me that there

must be some way to overcome the diffieulty

so that we can say to the timber people,
“You are permitted to export only a cer-
tain quantity of your timher and you must
leave the rest in Western Australia for
this national emergency.” Instead of that,
as the Minister said, we are going to the
timber industry and saying, “We want so
much timber for so many houses,” and that
means to say that when we have that tim-
her the rest can be exported.

I also feel that the system we have for
the release of building materials is wrong.
I have suggestdd to the Minister before—
and I repeat it here on the floor of the
House—that I think the South Australian
system—and theresis a very similar one in
Queensland—is by far the best. I have
the South Australian Aet here and have
looked into it very closely. There people
are allowed to do anything they wish with
building materials, except certain things
set ont in the second schednle. That means
they can build houses and nothing else. If'
we reversed our procedure here, a terrific
quantity of materials would be used in meet-
ing the great urgent need for houses in-
stead of going into the litile home work
jobs one sees all over the place.

working .

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Graham: Here you can do anything
exeept huild a house.

Mr. WILD: Some members have tried
to helittle the work of the Housing Com-
mission and the Minister but we must ad-
mit that during the past year great work
has been performed and the Commission is
building more houses today than evef he-
fore. I submit, however, that that is not
the answer to the question. To build 4,000
houses a year is not enough, We must do
much better. Some say the trouble is lab-
our; some say it is the 40-hour week. All
sorts of excuses are advanced. [ say let
us get on with the joh. The thing we have
to do is build more hounses and it is up to
all members to do what they can i this
connection, irrespective of party. It does
not matter on which side of the House we
sit, we must put our shoulder to the wheel
in order to overcome what is a national
crisis in Western Australia.

One of the biggest aids that has been
given to bouse-building in this State in the
past year has been the self-help schemg. I
heard one member the other evening say-—
and another member a liftle lafer on eriti-
cised him for it—that he felt some road
boards were not amenable to assisting fel-
lows whé were not so fortunate and not
so well off, In the electorate I represent
there are four road boards by whom every
assistance and co-operation are given to &
man. If he has a block and wants to put
np a little place on it—a one-roomed or
two-roomed house—they give him a helping
hand, T think that a worthwhile contribu-
tion has been made to this great problem
by the issue of no fewer than 580 self-help
permits in the last three months.

Mr. Marshall: You are referring only to
some road boards. There are others which
are the reverse.

Mr. WILD: I quite agree. I ¢an only
speak for my own electorate. The Gos-
nells Road Board and the Armadale Road
Board have afforded excellent co-operation.

Mr. Marshall: That is your mellowing

influence !
' Mr. WILD: At present an individual is
permitted to make additions or to erect a
small building to the value of £50, without
a permit. -

Hon. A. H. Panton: If he can get the
materials.



Mr, WILD: If my suggestion to the Min-
ister were acceptable—namely, that build-
ing materials should be controlled for every-
thing else except the building of houses—
people would be able to get the materials
they wanted. I would go one step farther,
and instead’ of making the permit cover a
value of £50 T would incresse it to £100.
I want to compliment the Government oa
the appointment of & full-time chairman of
the Housing Commission whichk was an-
nounced in the Press a few days ago. That
was long overdue. Members on both sides
of the House have been pressing for such
an appeintment for gome time. I have
nothing whatever against the Under Treas-
urer, but I submit there is no human being
who can be Under Treasurer of the State,
Chairman of the Housing Commission, and
on ahont five other boards as well. It was
not fair to him or to the 8,000 or 10,002
people who are waiting for houses. Hav-
ing a full-time chairman who will he able
to be on the board and on many of the
small suh-committees full time, we are look-
ing to see some improvement in the situa-
tion.,

Like most members, not only on this side
of the House—for I look hack on the
speeches of last year and the year hefore
and find that members on the Opposition
side share my view—I favour the lifting
of these controls, but I feel that they wiil
have to be continued for some short time
to come. T leave with the Minister the
suggestions I have made and support the
second reading.

THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING (Hon.
R. R. McDonald—West Perth—in reply)
[5.53]: I am indebted to members for their
unanimity in support of this Bill, even
though, like the late King Charles, they
may have taken an unconscionable time in
expressing it. I am very appreciative of
the number of references made by members
to the State Housing Commission and staff.
If any people want encouragement, guife
apart from the Minister, it is the staff of
the Housing Commission. They have a most
difficult job. They live in an stmosphere
where they daily meet so many people who
are distressed through want of better hous-
ing accommodation, and I think they are
vendering a devoted service in the course of

(10]
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which neither nights nor holidays nor Sun-
days are taken into account when they have
work to do.

Mr. May: Cannot some be paid a little
higher rate than they are paid today?
They are terribly underpaid.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING:
When the present Government took over
the. responsibility of housing I made an in-
vestigation of that aspeet and a general or
fairly general salary rise was provided for
the whole or almost the whole of the Com-
mission’s personnel,

Mr. May: All of them?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING:

All of them. I think that was very proper
and it was done. The Housing Commission

. does not move in 8 vacuum nor do even I

myself move in a vaenum. We have asso-
ciated with the Commission the housing ad-
visory pabel, a body composed of prominent
men associated with the building trade and
the building materials industry in various
ways who, over the last 18 months, have
mef fortnightly and rendered a most im-
portant and entirely honorary service in
advising me; ecriticising, where justified,
anything they thought could be improved
in the Commission’s work; and making sug-
gestions as to what could be done to speed
up the State’s housing programme. I
would kke to pay a tribute to those mem,
some of whom I think have not missed a
meeting in the last 18 months or more, for
the work they have done to assist the State.

I would also like to say that the Commis-
sion and I myself maintain a fairly close -
contact with any other organisations, which
can bring any suggestions to bear on our
building programme, On g number of
oceasions I have had the privilege of re-
ceiving representatives of the trade unions,
in particular the building trnde executives,
to hear what they had to say, which was
sometimes critical but often very econstrue-
tive. Contact bas nalso been maintained
with responsible building organisations
like the Building Industry Congress, the
Master Builders’ Association, and the West-
ern  Australian Builders’ Guild, in order
that their co-operation could be secured.
Whatever credit may be due for housing
expansion in this State, a proper propor-
tion should be given to those organisations
for the eco-operation they have exhibited,
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and particularly the base price system
which I think is one of the best in any
State and which has played a part in keep-
ing our housing costs lower than those of
any other State. That has been possible
tn account of the co-operation and assist-
ance which have been so freely extended
by the responsible organisations of builders.

I propose to deal in the first place with
the matter of building materials and in the
second place with the gquestion of controls.
Up to the end of last year no great con-
rern was expressed as to the shortage of
building materials. There was always a
pressure from the housing programme and
building generally on available supplies of
materials That is inevitable at a time when
a big volume of arrears of building has to
be made up after a great war, and it is
going to be a feature of our economy for
many years to eome; hecause in addition
to the arrears caused by the war, the Com-
monwealth Government’s poliey of a 20-
vear migration programme is going to mean
that housing aceommodation and other an-
cillary buildings such as schools and hospi-
tals will press on available materials sup-
plies for some time. That is healthy in cne
sense in & developing economy and a
developing State.

I do nat question the firm poliey of the
Commonwealth Government in bringing in
migrants—a policy declared to be wital to
the security of Australia. But, as the mem-
her for Swan suggested a moment ago, we
taust bear in mind the unexpected impact
that that migration policy is having on the
. building problems of the various States.
In this State, in the present calendar vear,
the cxpected arrivals of British migrants
and displaced persons will total about 10,000
souls; men, women and children. In a State
such as ours, that is no small aceretion of
population to be absorbed in one year.
However, I do not for a moment challenge
the nrgent necessity behind the (Common-
wealth Government’s immigration poliey, in
respect of which Mr. Chifley said—in a
bhroadeast—that it is no use going without
population in prder to be able to have a
hetter elaim on the houses that are avail-
nhle, if before long people from some other
rountry are to occupy those houses.

Broadly speaking, up to the end of last
vear the materials position was in a eon-
dition of searcity, viewed from the stand-
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point of equilibrium hetween supply and
demand, though it was not as stringent
then as it is today. Since the end of last
year certain things have happened. Firstly
we must bear in mind that between Decem-
ber last and the end of March there was
8 series of power breakdowns and the in-
terruption to the production of building
materials was severe, especially when super-
imposed on the usual experience of the first
quarter of the year-—namely, the three
weeks’ holiday taken in the building indus-
try and other holidays at the beginning of
the year in various industries concerned
with the production of huoilding materials,

Mr. Graham: This
apology—making excuses.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING:
Inescapable facts are not excuses.

Mr. Grabam: There were a few inescap-
able facts before you became a member of
the Government.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING:
T wish those facts were not there, but I am
bound to tell the House that they were
there. -

sounds like an

Mr. Graham: You would not accept any
of them in 1947.

Hon., F. J. 8. Wise: I think the Minister
will agree that they were there in 1947.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING:
Undoubtedly there were some interruptions
in 1947.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: The war was a rather
serious interruption.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING:
I have said that it was a very serious inter-
ruption, However, the interruptions that
took place in the first quarter of this year
were of unpreecedented length and ecansed
ereat disturhance of industry. The power
supply breakdowns placed a severe limita-
tion on the production of building materials,
and those diffienlties have continned into the
second quarter of the year. Other factors
also have been involved—sueh as 50 badly
needed locomotives having had to he pnt
to carting water, owing fo the cxtraordin-
arily dry season, and the faet that from
that and other causes there has heen a large
accumulation of timber supplics at sume of
the eountry mills. At the DPembarton mill
alone there is something like 700 loads of
timber that has been there for a eonsider-
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able period waiting transport by rail to the
areas of consumption. Those are the facts
relating to the first half of this year and
the reasons why stringency developed dur-
ing that period. It is, however, reason-
ably to be expected that gs the year ad-
vanees the stringency will be minimised,
and T will tell the House the reason why
that is so.

I think the Leader of the Opposition,
who was Minister for Forests, will agree
with me in this: Western Australia built
up its timber indusiry on an export basi=.
The mills were built to cater for the ex-
port trade and were constructed to produce
the sizes of timber required for that trade.
That has been going on through the de-
eades during which the industry has been
built up to its present proportions. In’the
five years preceding June, 1939, this State
retained for its own use 54 per eent. of its
production and 46 per cent. was exported
interstate or oversea, Those who have “een
associated with the timber trade will know
it is a faet that, had it not been for
the expart trade, the mills would not have
heen able to carry on except on a restricted
scale, and nearly half of the employees en-
gaged in the indusiry pre-war would have
lost their employment. It is also a faet
that, so far from undervaluing the export
markets of the timber industry, the general
manager of the State Saw Mills, Mr. Sin-
clair, wag sent to South Afrieca by the then

Government in the early ninefeen-thirties «

to try to build up a market therer for ex-
ports of Western Australian timber in
order to keep production going and to
maintain employment in the industry.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: We have not that
problenppow. We conld ourselves use all the
timber that is being exported.

Mr. Reynolds: And a lot more, too.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING:
We have other problems, too, and I will
deal with them if the hon. member gives
me time, When the war came, the control
of timber was assumed by the Common-
wealth and the first Commonwealth Con-
troller of Timber was Mr. Kessell, from
this State. The procedure was that the
Commonwealth Controller of Timber every
half year met the representatives of the
industries in the several Stales,
ranged a programme for the ensning six
months, which gave the outlines of the

and ar-"
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quotag for consumption inside the State and
that which was to be sent interstate and
oversea. The way that programme is obh-
served, and as to whieh there is some degree
of influence or control, is that the Common-
wealth retains power to allow or refuse ex-
ports of timber. That is under the Con-
stitution. In arranging these quotas, the
Commonwealth Controller of Timber cam
say to sawmillérs in each State, “You may
be allowed a eertain quota for export over-
sea, provided you agree to the Common-
wealth’s quotas for consumption inside the
States and exports to other States.”

Hon. F. J. 8, Wise: There is a proviso
that the State’s raquirements are to be met.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING:
There is a proviso that the State’s require-
ments should be met, and also another pro-
viso, in the Commonwealth view, that the
trne interests of the States should be ob-
served. That being so, as the Leader of the
Opposition will remember, in the early days
of the war it was agreed in conferences
with Mr. Kessell and the State Government
that the export trade should be continued,
as it was of value to the State. ' In the
Government of the Leader of the Opposi-
tion, at similar eonferences, the Common-
wealth Controller then being Mr. Roger,
the same principle was laid down; that the
export trade was of value to the State and
every endeavour should he made to main-
tain it and not lose it. I think that was
very proper. Iowever, T wanit to say
this—and I am not going into undue detail
because I think I shall have an op-
portunity before long of saying some-
thing about the export of timber—that this
Government, which has been in office for
over two years, came into office and found
—and I do not quarrel with it—a pqlicy
laid down by preceding Governments, one
after another, where the export trade was
considered to be of value to the economy
of the State and there shonld be exports
to maintain that oversea trade. This was
a {raditional policy on which the State’s
economy in the timber industry had been
built,

Mr. Reynolds: You handlerd a ma.mmoth
building programme then!

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING:
There was not the same large programme
being earried through at that stage.
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Mr. Reynolds: We did not have the opera-
tives then.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING:
But that went on right up to 1946 and
1947. A programme for the first half of
1946-47 was determined before this Gov-
ernment came into office;

Mr, Marshall: But we had ne men to
use timber in those days; the war was on.

Horn. J. T. Tonkin: I know something
else that was determined before this Gov-
ernment came into office.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING:
The war was over in 1946-47, and so this
Government came in and found this tradi-
tional and settled policy. I want to empha-
sise this because it is only fair to the in-
dustry and the people engaged in it that
they should not be repudisted by this Par-
liament or by any Government in respect
of a policy which had been endorsed by
Governments successively over the years
and in which they had been encouraged.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

The MINISTER FOR HQUSING: When
the present Government assumed office, the
programme for export interstate and over-
ses had been deiermined by the preceding
Government up to the 30th June, 1947, But
there was more to it than that beeause, in
the case of trade both oversea and inter-
state, merchants make their contracts for
sapplies and for freight, as well as other
arrangements, many months shend, and on
the policy which haqd been followed by pre-
ceding Governments and Wwhich had been the
basis of the timber industry in this State,
merchants and sawmillers had made their
arrangements to a certain extent for the
financin) year 1947-48,

It was not possible or desirable that any
attempt should be made fo force merchants
to break contraets and commit a brcach of
faith with buyers and coozomers in other
countries and other States, who were depend-
ing upon receiving the supplies expected
from us. Subject to these commitments and
to the established practice, which, as I have
snid, Bad to a large degree an application in
the financial year 1947-48, the Government
took steps with a view to retaining a larger
proportion of timber in this State to meel
the expanding needs of our building pro-
gramme, particularly housing.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Hoar: What about the oversea mar-
ket? WWhen are those contracis made!]

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Over-
sea confracts are commonly made a ¢onsider-
able time beforehand. When the financial
year 1948-49 was approaching and some in-
fluence could be exercised in relation to
supplies to be exported, the matter was
taken up with the sawmillers and, in a series
of conferences denling with the needs of the
State, the sawmillers, co-operating in a way
for which they deserve a measure of credit,
shaded down their exports oversea and inter-
state in the interests of a larger proportion
of the production being retained for the
State’s needs.

The way in which that poliey, followed by
the present Government, had its effeets will
be shown in figures which I propose to read
to the House and which were supplied to me
by Mr. Gregson, who has heen referred to in
this debate, formerly of the Forests Depart-
ment but now statistical officer of the Saw-
millers’ Association, & man who I think has
an unrivalled knowledge of the industry.
Other figures which I obtained from IForests
Department sources are slightly different,
but I think that, in view of Mr. Gregson's
intimate knowledge of the trade, his figures
are the omes I should give to the House.

For the five pre-war years up to June,
1939, the average production per month kept
in the State for our own needs was 8,869
loads. During the six war years up to June,
1945, the average production per month
kept in the State was 7,608 londs. Frem
those war years the quantity retained in the
State has inereased on a monthly average to
11,240 loads, which is the estimated fignre
for the finaneisl year ending the 30th of this
month. .

Mr, Hoar: Are yon comparing post-war
years with the war years?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: No, I
am ecomparing the six-year period up to
June, 1945.

Mr. Hoar: That was the war period.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Let
me refer to the financial year 1945-16, when
the loads per month retained in the State
totalled 7,697,

Mr. Hoar: We bad only just got over the
war then, .

Mr. Reynolds: We had not got over the
war then.
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The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Not
guite. Then we pass on to the succeeding
year, 1946-47, when the monthly average was
9,067 loads and 1947-48 when the figure was
9,802 loads. In the current financial year
just. about to end the total has sprung to
11,240 loads, For the finanecial year com-
mencing on the 1st of next month, the
estimated proportion of production that will
be retained in the State eXceeds 12,000 Ioads
per month, Thus we find that the quantity
retained ‘in the State for local use rose from
7,697 loads a month in 1945-46 to sometbing
over 12,000 loads estimated for the year
about to commence.

Mr. Reynolds: How many homes shall we
build in that periodf

Hon. A. H. Panton: How much was really
produced ¥ '

Mr, Hoar: How does the figure of 12,000
loads compare with the local consumption in
1937-389¢ -

The Premier: This is not question time,

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I do
not mind answering the hon. member. The
average local consumption during the five
vears preceding the war, that is, to June,
1939, per month was 8,869 loads. The quan-
tity which it is proposed to retsin during the
finanecial year about !o start will be between
12,000 and 13,000 loads per monrh.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Will you be tabling
that schedunle?

The MINISTER FOR HQUSING: With
pleasure,

Hon. A. H. Panton: No wonder it is
said that figures will prove anything!

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Sub-
ject to the commitments involved by ihe
settled poliey of the timber industry, as
endorsed hy preceding Governments—I am
not raising any question, Mr, Speaker; I
say reasonably endorsed—the present Gov-
ernment took up with the industry the mat-
ter of retaining more timber in the State, Jess
heine sent oversea and to the other States.
I might refer to the figures. The average for
the five pre-war years was 60.7 per cent.
retained in the State in sawn timber—I am
exclding sleepers. For the current finan-
cial year, the year just about to end, that
60.7 per cent. has risen to 77.5 per cent.;
and, nnder sperial arrangements made with
the sawmillers for the three months ending
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the 30th September, being a period during
which we think there will be a certain strin-
gency for the reasons T have mentioned, the
quantity retained in the State will be 80.9
per cent. of the timber produced.

Mr. Reynolds: You have forgotten to
mention that before the war production was
over 54 per cent. more than it was last year,
which makes all the difference.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: What
I am quoting is the number of loads which
have been retained in the State for loeal
econsumption. Pre-war, 23.2 per cent. of
the production of sawn timber was sent
oversea. During the war that percentage
fell to 9 per cent., & much larper guantity
being senl intra-State during the war years
than pre-war.

Mr. Hoar: T should like to have a look
at those figures.

Mr. Reynolds: So should L

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: T
shall be very pleased to let members see
them,

Mzr. Hoar: They prove Mr. Mattiske to be
Wrong.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: These
figures apre from Mr. Gregson, of the Saw-
millers’ Association. The average of our
production of sawn timber sent oversea dur-
ing the five years preceding the war was 23.2
per cenl.; during the war it fell to @ per
cent.; in 1945-46 it fell to 6.5 per ecnt. and
then it rose to 11.8 per eent. The figure
for the current year, which is about to
expire, is 5.4 per cent. In one year, from
1947-48 to 1948-49, the percentage of sawn
timber sent oversea has been ent by more
than half. That is what I wish to say, in
order that we may get a true perspective
of this matter of timber exports. The
figures supplied to me by Mr. Gregson show
that during the current year the percentage
of sawn timber exported oversea is 54 per
cent.

Mr: Hoar: Those are entirely different
figures from what you gave me the other
night.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: No,
they are entirely the same, ag I shall show.

Mr. Hoar: There has only heen & redoetion
of 5,000 loads, aecording to your own
figures.

N



234

The MINISTER FOR HOQUSING: When
we come to talk about a class of timber—
and as the hon, member knows there are
two main classes, sleepers and sawn timber,
and both are exported—the overses cxports
of sleepers aud sawn timber during the five
pre-war years were 32,8 per cent. This
fignre fell during 1945-46 to 7.7 per cent.;
it rose in 1947-48 to 14.7 per cent., and the
estimated total export oversen of sleepers
and sawn timber for the current finaneial
year, which js about to end, is 10.4 per cent.

Mr. Hoar: It josi shows what figures
ean do!

Mr, Reynolds: That ig the point, what
they can he made to do!

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I
take it very hard that the member for For-
rest is talking about what figures can do,
because I have supplied him todey with
three tables of figures; and in respect of
one table, it took the Assistant Conservator
of Forests the whole day to prepare the
answers to the hon. member’s questions.

Hon, F. J. 8. Wise: It depends on the
shape of them.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I
venture to say that when the hon. member
addresses himself again to the House on a
motion which he has on the notice paper, I
shall he very surprised if there is a com-
plete absence of figures. '

Mr. Reynolds: There will not be.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Do
not talk to me about figures! What I de-
sire to say is that, whereas pre-war 54 per
cent. of our produetion was kept inside the
State, that figure rose to 70.7 per ecent. for
the financial yesr ending on the 30th of
this month. 1In its two years of offiee, this
Government has paid attention to the ex-
panding need of timber for the State’s re-
quirements, and the proportion kept inside
our State has been substantially increased,
with a corresponding reduetion of the
amount going overses and interstate. I am
not going to deal in more detail with this
matter of exports of timber because I do
not want to say now what I shall need to
- say on a subsequent motion.

Mr. Hoar: There is one thing I would
like to know, Are you satisfied with the
quantity of timber exported oversea today?

[ASSEMBLY.]

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: For
reasons which 1 need not advance here, be-
catnse I will be dealing with them on a later
necasion, there are strong grounds for some
percentage of export overses to retain mar-
kets which this State has held for many de-
eades and which may be needed again,
Wheun the time comes to discuss this matter
on the motion which is on the notice paper
I will give members some information as to
the situation vegarding our possible need
for exports in the future which, so far as I
am concerned, T have not felt myself able
to ignore so far. T think that, when the
matter is disenssed, members may also feel
that the export markets built up for this
State over so many years—through the
whole history of the industry—are not go-
ing to be wiped off the slate without some
very eareful consideration if we are to have
an industry with the amount of vitality and
maintaining in it that employment of which
it should be capable in future years.

+Mr. Marshall: Do you not think our bard-

woods are indispensable to the buyers?
The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: No.
ALr. Marshall: I do.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: At
the present time imported oregon, I am in-
formed, jg entering South Australia at a
price competitive with our karri exports to
Soutk Aunstralia. That is factual; I have
not inventeqd it.

M. Marshall: It may only he on account
of the great demand at the present time.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Mr.
Beasley, the High Commissioner for Aus-
{ralin in England, passed through this State
only two or three weeks ago, and, according
to the Press, told the Anstralian people that
world markets are daily becoming more
competitive and advised them to get out
after their markets, telling, them that they
would need propaganda and advertisement
if they were to retain and extend markets
outside of Australia.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: We will have no hard
timber to sell after 30 years,

Mr. Reynolds: Less than that.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: No.
The forestry plans as laid down under the
1919 Act, are based upon a cutting equal
to re-growth. The hon. member knows,
from his experience in the Ministry, that
that ig the basis of the forestry programme
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of anr State: that there shall be a perman-
ent crop in which the annunal eutting regu-
lated to a certsin figure is equated by the
extent of re-growth. That is the whole
basis of forestry policy in this State, and
at present the amount of timber being cut
is not equal to the eut permitted under the
forestry programme,

Mr, Hoar: You do not have to worry
about competition. You ean sell all the
timber in Australia.

Mr, Grabam: For the nest 20 years.

The MINISTER FOR HOUBING: ‘We
may. ’

Mr, Hoar: You can.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I do
not want to argne this point now for the
reasons I have mentioned, but would prefer
the House to allow me to await the specifie
motion on the notice paper as to stopping
all exports oversea and cofting interstate
exports by half, bhecause that is the direct
issne. I would like to say, however, that I
approach this matter with no hias at all.
I do approach it, as I am sure other mem-
bers will, with a full sense of responsibility
in the matter of reversing the poliey, thus
overthrowing the foundations of the indus-
try. which has obtained sinee it first started.
I think the first export from Western Aus-
tralia was our hardwood timber—the very
first export—and when the matter comes
before them on the motion on the notice
paper, members will form their own
opinions. I respeetfully ask, however, that
Judgment might be reserved until I tell
them, from such information as T have, what
will he the consequences of a complete cessa-
tion of exports and whether those conse-
quences will be in the true interests of the
economy of the State.

I want to say a word or two more about
timber, because it is & wmatter of great
importanee, A eertain amount of timber goes
interstate by wav of éxport. That cannat
be stopped. TUnder Seetion 92 of the Con-
stitution, trade and commerce hetween the
States are free and neither the Common-
wealth Government nor the Siate Govern-
ment has any constitutional power to for-
bid such interstate trade. Although the
major sawmills, which are memhers of the
Sawmillers’ Association, are responsible
for something like 77 per cent. of the total
production of timher in our State—and
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they ure the people, being organised, with
whom departments and Governments may
hold econversations and with whom pro-
grammes may be arranged—the other 23
per cent. of the production comes from
some 300 odd small mills. That is some-
thing the policing of which would be very
difficult. A considerable quantity of the
fimber that goes interstate is ent on pri-
vate land over which, as the member for
Nelson knows, the Forests Department has
no jorisdietion,

Until recently there was at Port Kembla
in New South Wales, 3,900 fons of steel
which had been earmarked for this State.
Part of that was galvanised iron and pip-
ing and other commodities very greatly
needed in this State. Owing to the indus-
frial troubles which have reeently occurred
through shipping being dislocated, that
steel was not taken and has now been dis-
persed to meet the needs of the people of
New South Wales. It will no doubt be
represented to the Broken Hill Proprietary
Company and other firms and to the Gov-
ernment of New South Wales that a cer-
tain proportion of the output of New South
Wales should be sent to Western Australia
to meet our urgent requirements, But if
we are to adopt that policy in regard to
New South Wales it is not altogether easy
for us to say to South Australia,” which
has ne hardwoods and is desperately in
need of timber, **We prapose to ratain all
our timber for ourselves and are not pre-
pared to help you.’” If there is to be &
pelicy of self-determination between the
States and each says, *We shall keep all
our proluction for ourselves, regardless
of the others’ wants,”’ then this State, be-
ecause sleel is the basis of produection,
would come off worst of all.

I invite members to consider how some
degree of reciprocity, where we:ecan help
even wita some difficulty, may be something
not onlv desivable in relations between
States, but something which is likely to be
of greater protection to us than (o some
of the other States. I said just now that
there had been reasons for the stringency
in the supplies of building materials which
had aceurred in the first six months of the
year, but had not been apparent to any-
thing like the same extent prior to that.
I said also, T think, that T was informed
that the stringency should bhe eased. It
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may not he wise to take precipitate meas-
ares, in respect to a condition which may
soon be solved substantially in the ordin-
ary way. I am advised by the Assistant
Conservator of Torests, Mr. Shedley, that
inside the next six months, six new saw-
mills, ineluding one mill which was burnt
by fire and is being re-established, should
come into produetion.

Mr. Hoar: Where do you propose to get
the men?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING:
About a fortnight ago, 900 displaced per-
sons arrived in this State.

Mr, Hoar: They have never seen a saw-
mill.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING:
Of that number, a considerable proportion
is going into the timber industry. The
number of displaced persons to arrive in
Western Australia in the current finaneial
year, 1949, will be roughly 6,000, and they
will be continually coming. While these
men, as the member for XNelson wonld
rightly say, lack experience, I think they
will represent to a‘large extent the reserve
of manpower needed for these mills.

Hon. A. H. Panton: T think they are
going to ecall them ‘‘New Australians®
and not ‘‘displaced persons.’

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING:
I think that is right, and that it is a much
better term.

Hon. A. H. Panton: So do 1.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING:
In addition, a new mill will be coming into
production this week or next week at Wun-
dowie. With the atd of additional forest
territory, .which is being made available
for that mill, the production, which is now
between 30 and 50 loads a week, will he
stepped up to 125 loads a week straight
away. I am informed by Mr. Shedley—
1 refer to him because I must to a large
extent accept the assurances of my depart-
mental heads—that by the end of this year
the timber position should be very sub-
stantially improved.

In addition, the Government has already
requested Mr. Shedley to aet as Co-ordina-
tor of Timber Supplies, and he has entered
on that task. His duties include means of
expanding production. He is at present
examining the various avenues into which
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timber supplies go, with a view to eliminat-
ing any uses which are not essential; and
generally, his duties will be to ensure as
far as possille that inereased supplies will
be available, and more readily available
for industry. What I desire to say finally
on the timber question is that fairly offec-
tive steps have heen taken to reduce ex-
ports, to increase home consumption
figures, to expand produection, and to en-
sure that the stringeney which has ol-
tnined will, I hope, in a few months be
no longer of the degree of urgency that
it was, for the reasons 1 have mentloned
earlier this year.

I turn now to the matter of bricks. I
will deal with the broad question of con-
trol at the end of my remarks. I want
to say that in March we were, as I have
said, produecing 102 per eent. in bricks
compared with pre-war produeetion. The
number of brickyards bad inereased from
one brickyard in wartime, working half
time, to 23 brickyards. While there has
been a diminution of a serious nature in
the output of brieks in the first half of
this year—

" Mr. Marshall: And the quality.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING:
Apnd the quality, due to power supplies
being interrupted, the hriek preduetion is
now getting back to its normal figures.
The Government established last year a sub-
department or division of the Department
of Industrial Development, under the As-
sistant Director, Mr. Temby, charged with
the duty of expanding the production of
building materipls. The suob-department
has been doing good work in the brick
industry. Some six brickyards have been
assisted financially and many have re-
ceived technical advice. Brickyards ave
now being helped with mechanisation ir
order to improve their qutput. While i
will take time for new brickyards to gel
into operation under existing conditions,
certain of fhe present brickyards should he
able to expand their produetion to an ap-
preciahle degree in the next few months
As to the State brickyards, I regret thai
their econdition did not receive attentior
long ago. For years it has been knowr
that the State briekyards installation wa
obsolete, and its life a matter of a very
few years. But nothing was dome unti
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the present Government, in its first year,
authorised a new installation to take the
place of that which was falling to pieces.
Without going into details, I would say
that certain machinery has already been
ordered.

I told the House that unforiunately the
manager of the brickyards, Mr. Kitehing,
who was sent to England at the end of
1947 to get new machinery, died while
abroad. We had "to get a new man, and
we obtained one from England. No charge
ecan be made against the present Goverr-
of any lack of energy or enterprise in doing
something that should have been done
years hefore. Last month the State Hous-
ing Commission instructed some of iis
inspectors to make a survey of bricks in the
metropolitan area, with the idea of discover-
ing the extent to which bricks might be going
to unessential uses or accumnlating to an un-
desirable extent. The result of that survey,
as reported to the Commission, was that
there was no such accumulation or misuse
of bricks as conld bhe rezavded as abnormal
ar enlling for any special measures.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: How many men
were engaged on the fask, and for how
long?

The MINTISTER FOR HOUSING: I do
not know how many men were engaged, but
T think the time occupied by the survey
wns about two weeks. However, T cannat
commit myself in that regard.

Mr. Moy: How many brick companies
went out of production in the last 12
months?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: The
brick industry.is not attractive and is not
a money-making industry,

Hon. A. H. Panton: It is very hard
work. .

Mr. May:
question.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Somec
brickyards—especially country yards—that
ceased operations for a while have been
brought back into produetion. They were
brought into operation again in some, if
not in all, eases through the efforts of the
Building Materialg Division of the Depart-
ment of Industrial Development. The Cool-
gardie brickyard stopped work and is ahont

That does not answer my
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to recommence, if it has not already done
§0, and other yards have come or are com-
ing back into produection.

Mr. May: What about Busselton?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: The
Busselton brickyard has stopped work.

Hon. A, H. Panton: What has the mem-
ber for Sussex to say about it?

Mr, Reynolds: Can the Minister tell us
why pressed bricks from the State Brick-
works are costing £6 per thousand while

. wire-cut bricks, which are inferior, cost £7

per thousand?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING:
Bricks are like many other things; if you
have a well mechanised organisation with a
mass output, you have lower costs. The
two low-cost brickworks in the State are
the State Brickworks, producing pressed
bricks, and the Metropolitan Brickworks, at
Maylands, producing wire-cut bricks. The
metrapolitan works can produee bricks as
cheaply as can anyone clse in the State be-.
eause it is an organised and long-estah-
lished yard, with a large ontput. The small
produeer, tarning out perhaps 50,000 bricks,
per month, largely by manual means, finds
the cost factor a serioug difficulty.

Mr. Styants: Did you say the State
Brickworks were turning bricks
cheaply?

The MINTSTER FOR HOUSING: Yes

Mr. Styants: I thought you said the State
Brickwotks . were ohsolete and falling to
pieees, '

The MINISTER FOR HOQUSING: It
is on its last legs. The machinery is torn-
ing out bricks satisfactorily, but will not
last much longer. T was told it will last
another two years, though it may last a bit
longer than that,

Mr. Reynolds: Was not brick production

stepped up considerably last month at By-
ford?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Our
eement snpply is also a matter of some dif-
fienlty. T told the House of steps that are
being taken by the Swan Portland Cement
Co. lo inerease production, and of the ex-
tent to which imports have been arranged
from oversea, and I do not propose to ve-
capitulate all that. I took up with officials
of the State Housing Commisston—and
through them with the cement people—the

out
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question of the use of cement in kerbing. I
ra‘sed thal matter also with cfficers of the
Main Roads Board, who in some cases have
put cement into kerbing. The assurance I
received was that the quantity of eement
used in that way was such an infinitesimal
fraction of the total volume involved that
it was not worth while taking special
measures on that account. Whether we
have controls or not, we cannot well escape
some degree of use of cement for purposes
that are not strictly essential. We have to
weigh that against the advaniages or dis-
advantages of control, and I will come to
that matter later.

We are dependent on New South Wales
fur stee]l produets and the industrial troubles
that have oceurred as an almost chronie
feature of the coalfields—which are the basis
‘of stee! production—have for years past
brought about a eondition of extreme string-
-eney ip our supplies of steel, including gal-
yunized iron and piping and other neces-
=ary commodities, I am advised, and think
[ should tell the House, that the present
iip@ustrial troubles are going to bring this
State into a position of great diffienlty as
regards supplies of steel produets. The two
chief firme at Neweastle, Stewaris and
Lloyds and Lysagbt's, had to cease produe-
tion some time ago., 1 do not know how
long it will be before the blast furnaces at
Brnkon Hill con get into produection again,
hut I believe that process takes about three
months ander normal conditions, Anyone's
sruess is 85 good a mine as te how long it
will be before the fabricators of galvanised
iron angd piping are able to obtain supplies
with which to resume production for this
State. These conditions have had a severely
Himiting effect on the housing and building
programme of Western Australia gener-
ally, of late, and .the effect will he
aceentnated—whatever happens—for some
nonths to come.

Mr. Reynolds: Thank goodness for Wun-
dowie, and the pig-iron industry!

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING:
1 think Wundowie is making a contribu-
tion of great importance.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: It’s wonderful
to see how people learn!

The MINISTER FOR HOUSIXG:
To meet this position, the Government is
importing steel at considerable cost. We
‘eannot weigh cost against the requirements
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of the State at present. Steel products are
controlled and their distribution will con-
tinue to be controlled. With steel—unlike
timber—I cannot foresee any.subsiantial
easement of the position within a com-
paratively short time. We have to realise,
and I know members do realise, that the
honsing programme of this State has shown
a very great expansion. Whether that i
anyhody’s fault, or to somebody's credit.
I am not going to argue. However, as
sgainst 2 novmal ontput of some 2,000 houges
pre-war in this finaneial year about
to end, we should complete, in this State,
not less than 3,200 homes. That is 60 pe-
eent, above the pre-war rate, As compared
with pre-war days the population of
our State has increased hy only 12 per
cent. and there has heen ne oveat inerease
in the number of our building operatives
or people engaged in our building indos-
tries, With a population increase of 12
per cent. and a housing inerease of 60 per
cent. for the eurrent finaneinl year, it is
no small achievement.

Mr. Styants: Cold eomfort for those
who are living :mdel VEry puor eirenni-
stances.

The MINISTER TOR HOUSIXNG:

Admittedly, but as one member said just
now, and very truly, there wns a diminu-
tion of house huilding during the war.
Members have taken some tinme when
speaking on this subject and 1 trust that
T may bhe forgiven for taking some little
time myself in replving, but the magnitnde
of the housing problem, emphasised by the
Commonwealth Government's migration
pohev. is something whick should be horne
in mind,

Hon. A. H. Panton: I do not think any-
one doubts that.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSIXNG:
The Commonwealth Government, headed
by Myr. Curtin, appointed a Housing Com-
mission to inquive into housing in the Com-
monwealth. This Commission made its re-
port at the end of 1944 and reported that
by January, 1943, ‘there would be, in its
opinion, a shortage of not less than
300,000 houses in Awstralia, ineluding the
replacement of substandard and slum
dwellings, On that figure, on a population
basis, there would be a shortage of 20,000
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houses in Western Australia. Those figures
do npot take into account the migration
programme. = The Roval Commission of
1944 went on to say that by the end of
1955, in order to meet arrears of housing
during the war years, as well as replace-
ments for slums and substandard houses, at
least 700,000 dwelling units ‘would be re-
quired for Australia. That is up to the
end of 1955 and on a population propor-
tion it would mean that some 46,000 dwell-
ing units will be needed in Western Ans-
tralin. That includes, of course, replace-
ments to substandard dwellings and things
of that natore and would give people good
housing accommodation.  From those
figures it will be realised that the housing
problem, for all States, is one of ne small
magnitude.

The fact remains that in the year abont
to end, in this State, we have met our
normal annual requirements and reduced

our arrears by from 1,200 to 1,400 houses.-

Whether the list of applications is douhled
or trebled, the fact vemains that we have
reduced by more than 1,000 the arrears of
homes that confronted this State at the
end of the war years.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: I cannot follow that
point. The figures do not add up.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING:
The Economic Research Officer of the Treas-
ury estimated last year that the normal
annual requirements of the State would be
1,800 homes a year.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: What is the good
of talking ahout normal annmal reguire-
ments in an abnormal period?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING:
The normal annual’requirements are ar-
rived at after consideration of relctive
marriages, births, deaths and other faetors
which statisticians, hy experience, have
found to be relevant when one considers
the normal housing requirements of a com-
munity. Last year Mr. Lancasier con-
sidered that about 1,800 dwellings would
he, for the time being, the normal require-
ments of Western Australia. I wonld put
that &, little higher especially as we have
migrants coming inte the State. If we
take a programme of completed houses faor
the enrrent finanecial year just about to
end of about 3,200 homes, and we dednet
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from that what we may take fo he our
normal annual requirements, the balanee
leaves the extent to which we are over-
taking our arrears.

The member for East Perth has asked
some questions about the number of appli-
cations now before the Commission and 1
have pleasure in giving him some answers.
When the war ended it was known that
a responsibility rested on the State to
meet the needs of those who were in the
greatest distress with their housing prob-
lems. Many people did not apply for a
permit to build or for a rental home becanse
they knew that they did not have any
chanee of being successful. However, as
time hes gone on and they have seen the
number of homes springing up all round
the place—as ean be seen by anybody with
eyes—they have decided that it is time to
come in for their turn and they are doing
50 in increasing numbers. People are apply-
ing now for permits to build even though
they are not unreasonably housed, but they
have wished to build a house of their own
for many years and perbaps on blocks that
they bought years ago. They feel that the
time has come when they might just gas well
put in their applications for permits to
‘build, and in the course of time they may
realise their ambitions to build houses of
their own and to designs of their own.

Mr. Graham: If all the people in that
eategory applied there would not be a wait-
ing list of 21,000 but a waiting list” of
nearer 50,000,

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I
think that the hon. member has some mea-
sure of truth on his side, and there are still
many people who have not applied because
they feel that their chances are not too
good for some time to come,

Mr. Styants: I think the cost is deterring
a good many, too.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: The
remark of the member for Kalgoorlie brings
me to an important aspect; and again I
may be pardoned if T refer, as briefly as I
can, to the implications of a very great
social experiment in Australia in the Com-
monwealth-State rental housing scheme, a
measure of hounsing which has not been
adopted on quite the same lines, I believe,
in any other country. The Commonwealth-
State rental honse has one or two remark-
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able features under the agreement which
this Parliament ratified in 1945. Firstly,
the houses, although small, aim to give a
standard of eomfort in keeping with the
agpirations of an advanced community.
Secondly, any tenant who pays his rent and
is a reasonably good tenant, has security of
tenure to a very large degree, nearly
eomparable with that of an owner.
Thirdly—and this is most important-—he is
not compelled to pay in rent at any time
more than one-fifth of the family jncome
- eoming into the home, That family incue
is not the total ineome inasmuch as it js a
certain percentage of the incomes of inmates
other than the head of the house. If his
famijy income falls he can remain there on
a rental as low as eight shillings a week
although his house may have cost £1,500
without the land,

As the memher for Kalgoorlie said, with
rising costs—as to which I will say a word
later—in this State we have built 50 per
cent. more rental homes in proportion to
population than any other State. In West-
ern Australia people have become what I
might call renfal-house minded and sponer
than build themselves, at eosts which have

been rising, they are now saying to them-.

selves increasingly, “I am putting in for
a rental home”, with practically all the
advantages of ownership, in fact, with even
more advantages because the purchasing
owner has to pay his fixed instalment, ‘where-
as the rental tenant still has the protee-
-tion of the family inecome provision. Seo it is
not something to be surprised at if it is
found that more and more people are turn-
ing from any idea of building them-
- gelves to the idea of taking one of
those attractive rental homes which they
_ see being built all over the place. And,
benaring in mind the fizures I quoted from
the report of the Commonwealth Royal Cam-
missioner on Housing as to the housing
needs of the different States, including our
own State, and that people are inereasingly
anxions to leave substandard houses to get
into hetter houses and, bearing in mind
that we have a migrant population now ecom-
ing into the field to ask for the same rights
as other Australians have, that is, to get
houses, there is nothing -to surprise one
that the numher of people seeking new
honess haa erown steadily and will continne
to grow steadily.
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But what has also to be borne in mind is
that a econsiderable proportion of these
applicants would be not unreasonably
housed now. I would like to tell the House
that last year the liconomic Research Offi-
cer, in a report to the Housing Commis-
sion, then estimated that the number of
people who were in need of houses in this
State because they were unsatisfactorily or
badly housed, was 8,000. That was the
figure he put down as the target at
that time to take into better conditions those
who could be said to be badly or unsatis-
factorily housed. I have arranged with Mr.
Lanecaster to make a further investigation
to try to arrive at a determination, under
existing conditions, as to what the real need
is today in this State to re-house those who
are badly housed.

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: That would be a
guess rather than an estimate.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: What
is done is this: It is familiar with econo-
mista and statisticians. They take a test
sample. They send out inspectors to take
a sample of, say, five per cent. in different
areas, by inspection, and if they take a
fairly good cross-section, like any Gallup
poll—

Hon, A. H. Panton: I hope it will be
better than the poll on the election of the
Ameriean President,

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: That
was not so bad, but they have been better.
Like any Gailup poll— .

Mr. Styants: What percentage do they
regard to be in need of homes?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I
looked that up onee but I am not going to
rely now on my recollaction, However, the
statisticians take into account marriages
and, of eourse, deaths. Certain other fac-
tors are also considered and from those the
statisticians have a formula, tested out over
many years, which they eonsider gives them
a fairly good measure of & community’s an-

nual needs for normal housing.

Hon. A, R. G. Hawke: Why, there
would be more than 8,000 substandard
houses for a start; very much substandard,
too.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I
would nof say that in thig State at all.

Hon. A. R. ¢. Hawke: It is true,
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The MINISTER FOR HOQUSING: I
know that in this State we are not so badly
placed as in some other States and, though
T agree with the hon, member that they
may not be satisfaetory, yet from the point
of view of aceommodation, heslth and some
degree of comfort, they are habitably
housed.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: A tent could be
healthy, if that is the only consideration,

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: A
tent can be healthy, but we are getting be-
vond the tent days when our pioneers ar-
rived here, I said just now that the ennual
building rate had increased from 2,120 in
1946-47 to 4,020 to the last quarter of last
venr, which was a peak figure too high to
be maintained, and the building rate for the
first quarter of this year was 2,300.

Mr. Graham: Do you think that is very
satisfying to those who are in dire need of
houses? . .

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: If
I were in need of a house nothing would
satisfy me more than to know that the
huilding rate was proceeding to meet
normal requirements and overtaking arrears.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: And to be told that
¥ou are 9,260 on the priority list and your
application would be dealt with in two or
three years’ time.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Is
not that the test of a good programme; that
eurrent requirements are being met and ar-
rears are heing overtaken?

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: But you are not
meeling those requirements; you are falling
behind to the extent of about 40 a month.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Not
at all.

Hon. J..T. Tonkin: That is the answer
vou gave me. )

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: There
is boond fo be an inerease in rental homes
because people who were previously seek-
ing building permits are now seeking rental
homes. Bearing In mind the annual re-
quirements as nrarly as we can estimate
them, and bearing in mind that the total
number of houses in this State is approxi-
mately 130,000—not 100,000,000—the in-
escapable fact is that on the best adviee we
can get and upon obvions commonsense, we
are mecting annual requirements and at the
present time are reducing our arrears by
something exceeding 1,000 houses a year.
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Mry, Graham: Tommy rot!

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: That
is the sort of remark the hon. member would
make. Thosa figures are not challengeable.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Surely you will agree
that, if the number of applications coming
torward where hardship is admitted is ex-
ceeding the number of houses being pro-
vided, the department must be falling be-
hind, not getting aheed! Thal is eommon-
sense.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I do
not agree. I'think that, as time goes on and
houses hecome older, more people will es-
tablish hardship, but if it is accepted, as it
must be, that we have an annual normal re-
quirement which, pre-war, was 2,000 houses
a year or thereabouts and we are now
building 3,000 or more a year, we arc build-
ing in excess of anpual normal reguire-
ments and reducing arrears.

Hon, F. J. 8. Wise: That will not bear
analysis.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I
shall not say that that is one of my strong
points, because all my points are strong.
The Government has achieved all that any
Government conld have achieved in hous-
ing. Last year, on a survey being made for
the Housing Commission, the estimate was
that the labour force in this State wasg cap-
able of building 2,700 houses a year.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Then how has it
built 3,20079.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I
shall come to that.

Hon. A. HI. Panton:
hours a week,

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: The
number of houses that can be built iz con-
ditioned by a number of faetors, one of
which is the number of tradesmen in the
industry. There are ratios that are quite
well understood as to how many houses can
be normally obtained from a given number
of tradesmen. Amongst other factors is
the supply of the necessary building ma-
terials. The survey made for the Housing
Commission last year indicated that the
then body of bBuilding tradesmen repre-
sented a building rate of about 2,700 houses
a year, Prior to the present Government's
taking office, only one class of house was
built, namely, the two or three-bedroom
house, Otherwise people received a permit

By working 40
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—if they could get one—with only one
limitation, namely, that they could not build
other than the sort of house suited for a
normel family either in size, or cost.

At the beginning of last year it was
realised by the Commission and the Govern-
ment that, with the limitations of the
building foree and, material supplies, some
imagination would be needed if we were go-
ing to expand the bnilding rate. From the
beginning of last year, and even before that,
‘there commenced the variations of technique
with which members are familiar. These
included the duplex house, which saves ma-
terial and about £30 per dwelling-unit in
cost. For the current year the Commission
authorised the ereetion of structures by pri-
vate builders to accommodate up to 100
flats for families of smaller type, in addi-
tion to which it is building a eouple of flats
of its awn. Turther, the Commission de-
veloped the idea of the expansible house
because, obviously, a great many people with
two, three or even four in a family eould
occupy a small house for the time being to
which additions eould be made later.

If wo can get five small houses for the
expenditure of the same material and labour
as for three of the other class, we get an
addition to our building programme, Then
there was developed the self-help scheme, be-
vause it was decided that there should be
mobilisel the latent and dynamic forces of
the people. TUnder the self-help or owner-
builder scheme, people were encouraged fo
get o permit for a smail hounge, to which
they .could make their own contribution in
building and labour. In many instances
they had facilities for gelting material by
reason of the proximity of a spot mill in
the country or from some other souree.

Following the development of that tech-
nique, which T had found obtained in
Queensland to the extent of 30 per cent.. of
its total dwellings heing erected, owner-
builders here in the fourth quarter of last
vear were building at a rate of 926 houses
& year, whereas, two years before, they were
building at the rate of 167 houses a year.
I say with all the emphasis at my eommand
that, hy the exercise of some imagination by
the Commission, in consultation with the

- Government, in spite of the limitations of

manpower, which last year was eapable of
building only 2,700 houses a year, and by
the nse of various fechniques, our building
rate has been stepped up, and for the cur-
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rent year about to end, we should build
3,200 houses, and this with no addition to
our building force or population anywhere
comparable with the inerease in the produe-
tion of houses.

Reference has been made to homes for
two-anit families. Unforfunately I ean-
not decal with every point that has been
raised by various members, When this
Government fook office, two-unit families
had very nearly been written off. ‘They had
no chanee of getting a. permit to build,

Hoa. A, H. Panton: They are written off
now.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSINZG: The
only provision was that there could be an
allowance of 10 permits per month for old
or refired eouples. [ fook ont the statisties
when I became Minister for Housing as to
the proportion in the population of two-
and three-unit families compared with fonr
and more unit families; and after a con-
sultation with the Commission last year, it
décided in the way of permits to issue 30
per cent. to two and three-unit families, the
vemaining 50 per cent, to be issued to fami-
lies of four and more units. Under that
system many hundreds of people in the two-
and three-unit category have, during the
past 12 months, or less, received permits to
build.

Hon. A. II. Panton: They can get the

permits, but are they getting the materials
to bnild?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: They
are building, too. These vounger couples,
following the popularisation of the smaller
house, are content to build a small house
and thev are doing so.

Hon. A. H. Panton: There is a couple
living next door to me on a hack verandah
who have had an application in for 18
months to builld one of those houses you
are talking about, not an expansible house,
but one they can build themselves,

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: The
fact remains that that is the ratio directed.
that the two and threc-unit familiex be-
tween them shall get 50 per centt of the
permits to build.

Mr. Marshall: All bachelors with their
own homes should be obliged to take in a
young couple.
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The MINISTER FQOR HOUSING: I
think the member for Murchison has a very
nice flat in Maleolm-street.

Hon, A. H. Panton: He has the deceney
to blush now!

The JMINISTER FOR HOCSING: I
pass now to a little talk about controls. I
said lest year, standing in this place, when
I spoke about certain contrels of distribu-
tion which had been removed, that I had in
contemplation, or the Commission hal in
consultation with me, the removal of the
control from timber. I also said that neither
the Commission nor the Government wonltd
hesitate to reimpose controls if the publie
mterest made it necessary. And I repéat that.
The reason why controls were taken off cer-
tain materials, such as bricks, cement, paint
and so on, wasg that advice had been ob-
toined from all the people concerned in the
building industry, or a number of them, and
it was found that the trouble, time and vexa-
tion tnvolved in going down to the Hous-
ing Commissiop and obtaining a permit
for this lat of bricks for this house, this
lot of cement for this job, and this lot
of timher for this job—on the part of
contragtors in partienlar and, of ecourse,
owner-huilders—were slowing down the
huilding rate of the State. Contractors
were 50 fed up that they were threatening
to leave the indnstry beeause they eould
not spend their time trying to unravel so
much red tape.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Is this an areument
in favour of the Bill?

The MINISTER FOR HOQUSILNG:
It ix as relevant to the Bill as the arguo-
ments to which T am replying.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Is it an argument
in favour of or against the Bill?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING:
In favour of passing the Bill. The result
was that after full consideration the: Com-
mission decided, having consulted the Gov-
ernment and myself, o remove these con-
trols, with the reservation always that if
the removal of the controls should be
shown to be undesirable, they eould at any
time be reimposed.

Mr. Graham: Has not that shown itself?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING:
The removal of confrols has been a tre-
mendous aid to those engaged in the build-
ing industry. Contractors and builders
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have been saved an immense amount of

time, worry and vexation, and have been

able te get on with the job. I venture to
say that while the absence of control can
have some disadvantages, the removal of
nnnecessary and vexatious regulations and
restrictions, which the Leader of the Op-
position said made people bitter—and I
think be said frustrated—is highly desir-
able. What is more, the people want it.
They are getting tired of controls and I
venture the opinion that the removal of
the controls that were affected played not
an unimportant part in the expansion of
the building rate in this State.

I desire to add one more word ahout
controls. I said just now that the Commis-
sion had set out to encourage people to
supplement professional building labour by
uging their own labour to build modest
homes in town and eountry under the self-
help or owner-builder scheme. Those little
houses are being erected in the territory
of the member for Swan, in the South-
West, in small towns and in outer suburbs,
where a man with a earavan can be seen
making his eement bricks to start build-
ing a home. I have discussed with the
Commission and with other people the re- -
imposition of controls of timber, cement,
bricks and so pn. These controls may still
he reimposed, but so far I have hesitated,
becanse if the small man who is prepared
to build a home for himself has to go into
town to get a permit for cement, for
bricks, for timber, for nails and paint, and
exhibit his permits te his supplier, ke will
he eompletely discouraged. Today the small
men are building hundreds of homes a,
year.

Mr. Graham: Hundreds of brick fences
and cement footpaths, too.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING:
It ecomes to n matter of weighing up the
pros and cons. I wish to see hundreds
of people, under a permit, building their
little homes themselves, with the help of
their friends, making their cement bricks,
and getting timber from a spot mill. I
wish to encourage them to do so by the
absence of red tape. I would rather do this
than piek out half a dozen brick fences
somewhere in the metropolitan area. But
allow me to say that I am not dogmatie
and this is under consideration by me and

v
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the Commission. The Commission and I
will be prepared to reimpose any control
if, on the whole balance, we think that re-
imposition will better serve the publie in-
terest.

Mr. Hegney: The applicants for self-
help homes have to get a permit from the
Housing Commission.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING:
Yes, and they are granted eomparatively
freely. They are encouraged to build the
small type of house and are doing very
good work.

Mr. Hegney: Some of them have to re-
ceive an eviction order before they can get
a permit.

The MINISTER FOE HOUSING:
1 am not going to start on evietion orders;
that is a matter on which I may say some-
thing later. T have had a lot of questions
about the prices of houses rising. Of
course, the prices have risen and fov three
reasons, which represent almost the whole
renson—the unpegging of wages, which
did not take place until the present (Fov-
ernment took over office, the 40-hour week;
as to which the same remark applies, and
the withdrawgl of subsidies, particularly
shipping freights and other subsidies
which reflected themselves in the hasic
wage declaration last year.

Mr. Graham: And the “No” vote on the

r

referendum.

" The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: These
are matters over which the State Govern-

ment had no eontrol.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: The Minister has left
out the main reason—lost time.

“The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: The
lost time is not of great materiality com-
paved to those other faetors, :

Hon, J. T. Tonkin: You talk to the
builders and see whether it is not!

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING:
Tnder conditions as they are and must be
for some time,.therc is some loss of time
in the bnilding industry, in the parliament-
ary industry and every other indusiry.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Some huilders have
told me there are men working only half
time in many instances.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING:
Normally the. builder has his permits ar-
ranged in front of him and he orders his
materials two or three, or four or five,
months before a job starts.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Yes, but he does not
get the order. '

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: And
he gets it. )

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: The Minister is show-
ing that he does not know what the trouble
is. ’

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Yes,
1 know. I have had deputations from the
building trades executive and will tell the
hon. member that there is some time lost.
I.agree about that.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Now we are pgetting
somewhere; that is a step forward.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I
agree there is lost time, but I do not regard
it as a feature .of great comseguence; nor
do I regard it as something that ean be
very well avoided in a period when the
huilding requirements must be pressing all
the time on bunilding material supplies. That
is a condition that will continue, while the
present migrant programme obtains, for
some considerable time to come, Between
1939 and March, 1947, prices rose. A brick
and tile house in 1939 cost approximately
£56 a square, and in March, 1947, it cost
£94 a square, a rise of something like G7
per cent.  That rise has been going on since
1939, It has not been peeculiar to the last
two years, but it has been accentuated in the
last twa years hy the unpepging of wapes
which ocenrred in wartime, by the Common-
wealth regulations and by the other factors
I have nalmed.

The member for South Fremantle raised
one case—the first one specifieally men-
tioned—and I promised I would inquire into
it. Sp many were raised later that T could
not undertake to look into them: nor would
I have had the time. But in view of the
fact that I made the member for Sonth
Fremantle a promise that in my reply I
would deal with the ease he brought forward,
I ealled for the file. '

Hon. A. H. Panton: The member for
South Fremantle is not here.- He buried
his sister today.
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The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: The
last letter on the file from the person con-
cerned—a lady—is dated the 15th May. It
was written to the State Housing Commis-
sion secretary and reads as follows:—

Dear 8ir,—Today Mr. Fox, M.L.A,, called to
see me about my application for a MeNess
home. I was very surprised as, following a
suggestion by Mrs. Eichorn—

That is an inspeetress of the Commission—

when she visited wme some weeks ago, my
- parenta have divided their house into two flats
so that I now have a separate flat entirely to
myself and three children. Knowing the long
list of applications you have, I immediately
cancelled my application, and now Mr. Fex’s
visit has made me doubt if my letter reached
you. If such be the case, I would like to ve-
peat my appreciation of the kindness, con-
sideration and wunderstanding I received from
all T met in the depariment.
So that case seems to be one where the
situation is all right, T would like to say
one word before I conclude about conditions
in those happy days of full coatrol,

Mr. Reynolds: When will those days re-
turn !

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: In
1943 there was a general election, and an
advertisement by the. then Leader of the
Party now in Opposition, appearing in the
“TWestralian Worker,” said—

The Post-war Housing Committen has recom-
mended the building of 4,000 houscs in each of
the five yeara immediately after the war. The
iovernment will operate a vigorois policy in
conneetion with housing.

I think that would convey the possibility
of huilding 4,000 houses a year immediately
after the war., Those who rerd that ad-
vertisement would not have been very satis-
fied with the performances that did in faet
follow the war. The building of 4,000 houses
a year cpmmencing immediately after the
war is something that could no: have heen
zehieved by any Government in this State.

Mr. Nalder: That is where the eobwebs

started.

~ The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: That
is where there was too much enbweb.

Mr, Reynolds: There are still plenty of
cobwebs.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: The
cobwehs have disappeared from housing. I
turn now to the days of full control. Those
were the days when paint and rails—except
heavy nails—and bricks, cement, glass, steel
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and timber were controlled. And here is
a normal monthly report or materials to the
Housing Commission in February, 1947. 1
am referring to the articles that have been
particularly mentioned—

Bricks: Position most acute. ,

Cement: Production restricted during the
whole of the month. ~Only one kiln in opera-
tion, and this alsop had to be restricted.

Galvanised iron: Position very acute in
both plain and corrugated for housing.

Water piping: Still acute .for all sizes.

Tiles, elay: Production still lagging behind
demand. No immediate prospect of meeting
full housing pregramme,

Tiles, cement: Demand in excesy of produe-
tion.

Timber: Flovring and joinery still in short
supply., Scantling easy although deliveries
restricted Ly insuffielent rail transport.

Insuflicient rail {ransport still obtains. Let
me furn to the dilemma in whick I refuse
to be placed by some of the views expressed
in this debate. The Hoeusing Commission
and the Government are charged with hav-
ing ill-advisedly removed controls of certain
building materials and with having fiiled
to reimpose those controls, and we are
critivised beeause there is too little coatrol.
Simultaneously—and I quote from “The
West Australian” of the 18th January last;
and the same views have been expressed re-
peatedly sinece in this State—the Federal
Minister for Works and Housing, My, Lem-
mon, ig reported as follows:—

The Minister for Works and Housing (JMr.
Lemmon} said at Bridgetown today that he
thought the time was ripe for housing permits
to be nholished in country areas, particularly
in the South-West, There were many young
married men with initiative who could get their
own timber and roofing materials, the latfer
in the form, of cement tiles, and whe could -
construet homes that would meet their require-
menta. This would serve to relieve the hous-
ing position and help decentralisation through
the greater construction of homes in country
districts.

The Minister said that he had heen a strong
advoeate for permits in the mmediate post-
war yeara hut he felt now that it was time
that Western Australin came into line with
the Bastern States in abolishing permits up
to and around 11 squares, which would permit
the construction of many two and three bed-
room homes.

Now it is said there is not enough control.
The Federal Minister for Works and Hous-
ing, who represents this State in the Com-
monwealth Parliament, said to the State
Government, “Too much control.” So, where
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are we? What appeared there has ap-
peared repeatedly in the Press in this
State, and the last I heard was at a
meeting of representatives of country
municipal  districts—a  special  confer-
ence—and I never heard one word from
those who have spoken about the reimpos-
ing of controls in this House; not a
whimper,

If I am compelled to choos¢ hetween the
different advice I receive, I think there is
one man who is able to look at the overal
position of the building programme through-
out Australia and speak of it with some
authority, and that is the Federal Minister
for Works and Housing. He has told us
that we are the only State, speaking
broadly, that does not allow perfectly free
building, without permits of any kind, up to
11 or 12 squares, A slightly different posi-
tion ohtains in South Australia. I am some-
what amazed that the member of the Labour
Party maést qualified to speak on housing
in this State has advised the State Govern-
ment to relax its controls, yet his eolleagues
in this House criticise the State Govern-
ment for not putting on more controls,

Hon, J. T. Tonkin: If you believe that,
why bring in this Bill for a continnance?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Be-
cause the State Housing Commission and I,
as Minister for Housing, feel that we must
assume the responsibility, while paying due
tegard to the advice tendered by anyone
whose advice is worth having, of making up
our own minds.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: You agree there is
meril in some controls?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: We
have followed a balanced programme of
tapering-off controls when it could safely
be done. We have maintained controls
where we thonght they should be main-
tained, and we have relaxed them where we
thought we could safely do so for the time
being. We have heen tapering them off,
particularly in self-help homes in country
and suburban distriets, in line with what
has heen suggested by the Federal Minister
for Works and Housing, Mr. Lemmon, with
whom personally, and with whose depart-
ment, the Housing Commission in this State
has heen working with the utmost co-opera-
tion. In view of the advice tendered by that
hon, gentleman, any criticism of the merit
wf the balanced policy of this Gtovernment,
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in connection with controls, seems to me to
have a very hollow sound. That Minis-
ter was good enough, according to a news
notice sent to me by the A.B.C,, to say over
the air in this State on the 26th April last
—about two months ago—the following:—

The Federal Minister for Works and Hous-
ing, Mr. Nelson Lemmon, said in Pertl tonight
that the effort of the State Housing Commis-
sion in Western Australia, in relation to popu-
lation, was the best in the Commonwealth, Mr.
Lemmon was speaking at a reception given hy
the State Executive of the Returned Service-
men's League.
The Housing Commission has sufficient con-
fidence in its judgment—and I share that
confidence beeause of my consultations with
it—to form its own opinion ag to what
should be dene. It is following a hbalanced
programme in which it is fo be stampeded
neither by the right nor the left; nor by
controllers or lack of controllers. I con-
elude by paying this tribute te the Commis-
sion, and I feel that the Government might
legitimately be permitted to share in it, that
during the last two years it has gained a
very solid record of achievement in the ex-
pansion of the building programme in this
State.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.
In Committee.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendmernt and
the report adopled.

DISCHARGE OF ORDER.

On motion by the Premier, the Tublie
Library, Museum nnd Art Gallery of West-
ern Australia and Disposal of Publie Doeu-
ments Bill.was discharged from the notice

paper.

BILL—MENTAL INSTITUTION
BENETFITS (COMMONWEALTH AND
STATE AGREEMENT).

Seeond Iteading.
‘I)ebate resnmed from the 21st June.

HON. A. H. PANTON (l.ecderville)
[9.20]: The purpose of this Bill is to ratify
an agreement, between the Commonwealth
Government and the State Government, in
respect of the inmates of mental homes.
Tt is proposed that the Commonwealth
shall refund to the State Government a
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sum of about £15,000 per annum or—from
what T ean gather from reading the Rill
and what the Minister has sunid—about
eightpence per patient per day. Of the
two Governments one has agreed to give
and the other to aecept eightpence per head
per day for the upkeep of persons com-
mitted to mental institutions, conditional
~ on the means test being abolished with re-
gard to such public institutions. Clare-
mont is the biggest such establishment in this
State and the other is Whitby, where I
know there used to be about 30 elderly
men. Claremont has the larger number
of inmates and is the institution in respect
of which the means test is to he abolished.
T understand from fthe Minister that
the total cost of these institntions is
£190,000 odd per year, aud we are to get
a refund of £15,000. At present any
estate of a person eommitted to Claremont
is taken over and administered hy the Pub-
lic Trustee. Out of any such estate cer-
tain sums are provided—aceording to the
size of the estate, I presume—for the up-
keep of the person concerned while he or
she is an inmate. The fact that the mp-
keep of these places ix £190,000 per annum
and that the Stale is to get a refund of
only £15,000 shows that there are not a
areat number of inmates in a position to
puy anything for their upkeep. As I have
said, on condition that the State Govern-
ment abolishes the means test in this re-
gard, the Commonwealth (iovernment is
prepared to reimburse fo the State the sum
of £15,000. :

Although the means test may be
abolished, I think sueh estates will still
lre administered by the Public Trustee. If
the estate is sufficiently big the money
might be invested and earn interest, and
in that way the total sum would be built
up and the person committed t» the insti-
fotion would get nothing out of it what-
ever, while receiving free hourd at the
cost of eightpence per day. In the end
that person might die there and some rela-
tive—if any—who had paid nothing in the
meantime and had probably done little for
the inmate, would reap the bencfit. I have
no donbt that the inmates of these institu-
tions are indeed a lost legion, but I de
not see any great argument ir favonr of
a relative inheriting such an estaie in the
circumstances.
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During the eight years that I was Minis-
ter for Health, I do not think I came out
of any institution sadder than I was each
time T came ount of the Claremont mental
hospital. It is a terrible experience to go
there and see the unfortunates, from babies
to elderly men and women of all classes and
conditions, The time has long gone by
when Parliament and the whole people of
Western Australia should have made a
united effort to have the mentally sick
treated the same as the physically sick,
with regard to our soeial servieces. I would
rather have seen the Minister bring down
a Bill enabling the £153,000—small as the
sum is—to he spent to provide amenities
for, these unfortunates. If a man goes
into Sunset or a woman goes into the home
for elderly women, they are abie to draw
the invalid or old age pension, and s¢ much
is deducted for their keep.

At Sunset an old man has about 13s.
ner week left out of his pension nnd, if
he wishes, ean buy any small comforts he
desires either in the canteen or in town.
Those who are nnable to do that are looked
after by the Superintendent, who pur-
chases sueh things for them at the can-
teen. I do not think there should he any
differentiation between the mentally sick
person and the physically sick pensioner,
Speakiny on hehalf of members of my
Party, -I say we would give the Minister
all the assistanee possible in an endeavour
to get the Commonwealth Governmwment to
give the mentally sick the same recogni-
tion as is afforded to inmvalid pensioners.
T think that is the method we should adopt,
lut I will not oppose the Bill, the purpose
of whieh is to ratify the agreement. 1
have received a letier asking that the
legislation be wmade retrospective to the
date ot the passing of the Act by the Com-
monwealth Government. I understood
from reading the inister's »peech, that
he received the agreement last Aarch.

The Minister for Health: A draft.

Hon. A. H. PANTON: The Bill was
passed in the Commonwealth Parliament n
November last, and I appreciate fhe fact
that the Minister conld not get his Bill here
any more quickly than he has done, but it is
rather strange that the Minister did nof
correet statements that have been made in
other places, hecruse that leads people
astray. On occasions I have seen where-
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questions have been asked in the Common-
wealth Parliament by a Western Australian
representative—I do not know exactly who
it was at the moment—in regard to this
matter.

The Commonwealth Minister, in reply,
stated that the abolition of the means test
would take place immediately the State
Governments introduced and passed the
legislation and intimated that it could have
been done earlier. However, I have since
found out that the legislation came into
force federally only in November and that
the Minister did not receive the draft of
the agreement until March, and now we
huve the Bill hefore us. In that case the
answers of the Commonweslth Minister were
not as correct as they might have been.

I regret that the Bill does mot aim at
doing something better for the patients
themselves. Jt will abolish the means test
and in doing so relieve the estates of these
people, and those estates will eventually be
distributed or divided among people who
have never given twopenee worth of assist-
anve towards the people in these institu-
tions, I do not know how the Minister will
do this, but I will leave him to work it out.
If this State iz “to be relieved to
the extent of £15,000 by the Common-
Wealth Government then some inguiry
should be made through the Publie
Trustee, who has the money, as to just where
the money is and who owns it, in order to
try to have it utilised by way of ameni-
ties for the patients who after all really own
the moncy.

These inmates undoubtedly belong to the
lost legion and any man who goes through
the building comes out with & broken heart.
I support the second reading of the Bill but
I trust that the Minister will take notice
of the facts T have placed before him, and
advise the Honse whether there is any pos-
sibility of the measure being made retro-
spective from the date that the Common-
wealth Parliament passed the measure. How-
ever, that would mean that the Common-
wealth Government would also have to agree
to it,

MR. BOVELL (Sussex) [9.33]: T do not
want to delay the progress of the Bill, but
T join with the member for Leederville in
saying that any person who has been
through the institution he referred to rea-
lises the duty that the people of this State

[ASSEMBLY.]

owe to the mentally sick. Last year, in com-
pany with the member for Beverley and the
member for Middle Swan, I visited this
institution. I feel that it is the duty of
every member of Parliament to see for him-
self those establishments that are helping not
only the physieally ill, but also the mentally
sick,

We went there without notice and, due
to the courtesy of Dr. Prendergast, we were
escorted through the building. I should like
to pay a tribute to the work of all cou-
cerned down at that institution. I empha-
sise that no notice was given of our visit,
and I think both members who were with
me will agree with my remarks. The place
was clean and tidy and we conversed with
a number of the inmates. With the mem-
per for Leederville T urge the need for
amenities for the inmates of the Claremont
Hospital for the Insane, and anything that
I ean do to further their cause will be done,

I consider that the Minister should take
up with the Commonwealth Government—
and here again I agree with the member for
Leederville that that Government's responsi-
bility is even greater than is indieated in

- thiy Bill—the need for some concerted -ef-

fort to assist the poor unfortunates who
are not in a position to help themselves,
I do not intend to speak at length on
the Bill, buf as one who has visited the
institution, and left it with a feeling of re-
morse, [ think that T should say something on
the question now that T have the oppor-
tunitys In my opinion the assistance given
by the Commonwealth Government is not
sufficiently far-reaching, and the Govern-
ment of this State, with the Governments
of other States, should seek further finan-
cial assistance to help these people.

HON. E. NULSEN (Kanowna) [9.36]:
I am very disappointed with the Bill be-
cause, when T heard the Minister introduce
it, T thought it would confer some benefits
upon the inmates. After his explanation I
realised that it would not he of any bene-
fit to them, buat only to the bene-
ficiaries and those who are in affluent posi-
tions and are able to contribute something
towards the institution. The Bill aims at
abolishing the means test, but the Commeon-
wealth Government’s contribution towards
the institution will not make any difference
at all to the amount of money that is being

A——
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spent by the (fovernment st present. As
pointed out by the member for Leederville,
the amount being spent down there at the
moment is approximately £192,000 a year
That is not a contribution bhecanse it is only
making good what the affluent friends end
relatives of patients would have contributed
towards the institution, and this I think is
a little below eightpence per head per day.
It will be sufficient, however, to make up the
£13,251 mentioned by the Minister as being
contributed by the relatives and friends of
these unfortunate people.

I think there are approximately 1,330 in-
mates and of that number about 25 per
cent. are visited by friends. That means
that out of a total of 1,330 there are 1,000
friendless persons. They have not a friend
to visit them, and they have not a penny to
satisfy their needs in any way at all. It
must be remembered that although these
people are mentally sick, in about 90 per
cent. of cases the sickness is only intermit-
tent, If a layman were to go there and
speak to the inmates, he would not know
whether they were mentally sick or not. He
might think that some of them were gccentrie
at times.

When Minister for Health I took s keen
interest in that institution and visited It on
many occasions. I had talks with quite a
number of the inmates. Many of them
would not be there at all if they had re-
latives or friends who would take an inter-
est in them or if they could sceure accom-
modation outside. The fact of their being
in the institotion debars them from any
benefits under social service, waich I think
is wrong.

I agree with the member for Sussex that
the inmates are deserving of something, and
there shonld not he that differentiation be-
tween a person mentally sick and a person
physieally sick from the social service point
of view., If a mentally sick person does
not enter that institution he iy entitled to
the invalid pension, but 2s soon as he is de-
clared insane and placed in that institn-
tion his pension ceases. However, if he
were to enter Sunset suffering from a
mental disease, a reasonable amount would
be dedueted for his upkeep and he wou:d be
allowed to retain 15s. & week to spend as
he so desired on perhaps a few elothes or
food other than thal provided by the
home. I do not want the House to think
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that the inmates in the Claremont Asylum
are badly treated, because they are not. In
fact, they are well treated, as the member
for Sussex says. However, as stated by the
member for East Perth, it is badly over-
crowded, but, in the circumstances, I know
that the hon. member realises that the posi-
tion is such because it cannot be helped,

I hope the Minister will get in toueh with
the Commonwealth authorities to see
whether something cannot be done, FEven
if these people can only be put on the same
basis as a man or woman physically sick,.
or a person who is mentally siek but can
stay in his own or a relative’s home, it would
entitle them to the compensation they de-
serve.  Unfortunately, because they are
placed in an institution they are dead to the
outside world but still alive to their sur-
rcundings. Some of them are very mueh
alive according to their mentality at differ-
ent periods. I have attended their Christ-
mas festivals and it was quite delightful to
see some of them enjoying what they cun-
not obtain in the institution. Such festivals
are only made available to them by outside
organisations and here I would like to eom-
pliment and commend them for their chari-
tableness. I know that the Minister is
sympathetic and will, if possible, do some-
thing for them in tha} regard.

This Bill only recoups the Government
the amount it receives from those persons
who can afford to contribute to the main-
tenance of the inmates of the institntion. It
makes no difference to the finances of
the State, but makes a great deal of
difference to the beneficiaries. 1 cannot
see why that burden should be lifted from
their shoulders and the amount of £15,080
odd contributed by the Commonwealth
should not be paid to the inmates, Even
if they only get eightpence a day it would
be a great help. I have been told by mem-
bers of the medieal profession that if those
people eould have a few pence to spend
every day it would probably assist them
in their recovery and they could perhaps
leave the institution. At present” they
have to wear eclothes that do not fit them;
they have nc¢ friends; nobody sees them
and nobody takes any notice of them.
What can one expect? If a person was
physieally sick under similar eirenmstances
I do not think he would get well; let alone
being mentally sick.
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1 do not know whether the State Govern-
ment can do anything, but I do know that
if I were Minister I would make an at-
tempt to impress very definitely upon the
Cemmonwealth Government that it has a
duty to perform through the Department
of Social Services, and that the whole
State should make a coniribution. 8o, in
the main I am rather concerned and disap-
pointed about the Bill. When we think
that only 25 per cent. of the persons in the
State institution are visited and of those
some are visited only occasionally, it is
time something was done to asdist them.
In that place there are 1,000 men and
women who are, as it were, in a forgotten
world and now we have a Bill that is te
velieve the beneficiaries of a considerable
amount—£15,000—and those people are to
go scot free and the inmates are fo receive
no benefit from it. I feel very sorry for
them and I hope that something will be
done to relieve their position.

MR. NEEDHAM (PPerth) [9.47]: I have
not much to add to the remarks made by
members except to say that I agree to the
second reading of the Bill. I would, how-
ever, like to have seen something more far-
reeching than that which it contains. I
have always held the view that those unfor-
tunate eitizens who are suffering from mental
disabilities have mot Dbeen treamted as they
should have heen. In saying that I am
not reflecting on the local institotion that
cares for the mentally sick. T believe they
receive every care there and everything
possible is done for their ecomfort. What
I do mean is that the Commonwealth
authorities have not taken up the case of
the mentally deficients as I think they
should have done. There is no reason why
those whp are suffering from the worst of all
diseases should not be treated in a similar
way to the invalid and old age pensioners.
I could never understand why they were
not included in the legislation dealing with
the latter persoms.

Many of the men and women who are in
the, institution in this State, and similar
institntions in other States, have done
their share towards building up this Com-
monweslth. As they have grown older
they have been stricken with the disease
and are rendered belpless. Why should
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they not be treated as are the invalid pen-
sioners in Sunset or the women who
find themselves in an old women’s home,
and be permitied a pension frem which the
cost of their maintenance is dedueted, leav-
ing a small sum to be spent for their per-
sonal comfort? I read the circular which
each member received from Claremont
recently, and it brought this question very
vividly to mind, particularly as it.con-
cerned the position of these unfortunate
people. It has been suggested that the
Minister shonld bring this matter before
the Commonwealth Government, pointing out
the necessity for some action being taken.
I agree with that. I would add that there
is another way in which the subject eould
be brought before the notice of the Federal
anthorities. Other States are interested
in this problem equally with Western
Australia.

I suggest that at the next conference of

, Ministers for Health this item be placed on

the agenda, so that the whole subjeet may
be thoroughly discussed and a recom-
mendation made to the Commonwealth
Government to amend the Invalid and Old-
Age Pensions Act in order to improve the
position of the people we are so anxious to
help, It might mean a little more added
to the pensions bill, but that is a very
trivial matter when compared with the
necessity to promote the comfort of people
suffering from mental trouble, As pointed
out in the eireular members wreceived,
those inmates have their lucid moments
when they realise the lack of friendly
assistance to them. They appreciate dur-
ing their periods of lucidity, however brief
they may be, how they are not treated like
other people, and 1 think that position is
unfair. I am sure the Minister and every
member will agree with me in that respect.
T certainly suggest that the Minister iake
this matter up for consideration at the next
conference of Health Ministers.

MR. GRAYDEN (Midédle Swan) [9.53]:
I join with other members in emphasising
that the Bill does not go nearly far enough
in rendering assistance to the inmates of
asylums in this State, and I express the
hope that the Government will continue to
make representations to the Commonwealth
Government to amend the Invalid and 0ld-
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Age Pensions Act in the interests of the
inmates of mental hospitals. As indicated
by the member for Sussex, late last year
two or three of us took the opportunity to
visit the Claremont Hospital for the Insane.
We came away both impressed and de-
pressed. We were extremely impressed by
the splendid work of the staff but we were
depressed by the conditions provided for
the inmates. The hospitel was serupulously
clean but in the mornings the unfortunate
patients are sent out into what ean only be
described as yards, They are nothing more
or less than gravelled yards, surrounded by
high concrete walls. There m:y be 100 or
170 of these unfortunates grcuped in the
vards, with absolutely no amenities for them
at all. The people cither paee to and firo
aeross the yard, throw stones or contrive
in other ways to do something to ammse
themselves.

Thronghout the length and hreadth of the
institution we saw absolutely no amenities
at all. We were extremely im pressed with
the institution itself and the parks and
gardens surrounding the buildiags would be
a credit to any institution. If half the
moncy spent on those parks and gardens
had been used for providing amenities for
the inmates, the latter would be far better
off. Suggestions have been advanced that
the Government should make strong repre-
sentations to the Federal authorities that the
inmates should receive the imalid pension.
That is the only possible soluiion. In that
regard, the Minister has alrealy stated that
the Government has made those representa-
tions, hut without suveeess. Ta addition, I
would point out that reeently--1 think this
is relevant to the Bill—the Claremont Mental
Hospital Welfare Awociation was formed,
with the object of assisting the unfortunate
patients, Members of that orgunisation have
heen most active in their efforts to obtain
the invalid pension for the mentally afflicted
and, on the Tth April last, wrote to Sena-
tor McKenna, the Commonwenlth Minister
for Secial Services, regarding the matter.
T shall read the letter becanse it sums up
the position.

Mr. Styants: We have all had eopies of
it,

Mr. GRAYDEN: Nevertheless, I shall
read it, because some members may not have
seen it, and it swums up the position very
well. The letler to Senator McKenna runs.
as follows+—
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This Association is a Citizens’ Orgarisation
formed to promote the welfare and to cure for
the interests of the meatal patients, We
desire to draw your attention to the
diszbilitics suffcred by these patlents in the
administration of invalid pensions.  Certified
permanent mental disability is accepted as
qualification for invalid pensivn. There are’
many such peusioners cared for privately, and
in institutions for the aged, such as ¢ Suuset.’’
In all edses the person concerned receives the
benefit of the pension, or, if in an institution,
an allowaree for pocket money,

In the Cluremont Mental*Hospital are 1,330
patients, about 1,000 of whom have no friends
or relatives, who never have any visitors, whose
maintenance is not contributed to in auy way,
and who are completely dependent, down to
the last. detxzil, upun what the Mental Hospital
provides, These patients have not a penny
piece; they cannot buy eor obtain any variant
from the institutional diet; they cannot sup-
plement ingtitutional alothing. They have
nothing beyond what ean be supplied to every-
one in a large institution, Ly the State Depart-
went eoncerned. Having no means and no
friends it is inevitable that life, in those cir-
cumstances, i3 a continually drab affair, and
must have a depressing effect upon the patients
so situated. One wight easily consider these
patients buried although not dead. Compare
theiv plight with the position of a pensioner
who lives at ¥ Sunset’’ (the 0ld Men's Home),
who receives a persomal anllowance of 158, per
week for porket money. With this he can do
mwueh to Lrighten his otherwise drab life, but
it is not so with paticnts in the mental hes-
pitals, many of whom are very similar to sen-
ile cases in ‘¢Sunset.’’

Could you say, 8ir, why these mental patients
should be deprived of even the smallest hene-
fit under our otherwise admirable pension
seheme?  Surely their ease is most deserving
and warrants some help. It is strongly urged
that the usual pension arrangement by which
2 pocket moncy allowance is made availeble,
apply to these cases, especially sceing that
there nllowances are now paid from the Social
Service Fund, to which all toxpayers eantri-
bute. ‘\Ioreover, medical opinion is that prob-
ably many patients would benefit mentally
from the pessibility of gratifying personal
tastes and desires; they would Le able to feel
that someone cared—that they wers not en-
tirely forgotten. Attached you will find a mem-
orandum whizh sets out the position in greater
detail. '

This Association feels that probably your
attention has never heen drawn to this serions
position, and that yon will take early action,
which will have the effect of alleviating the
lot of these unfortunate people. The Assecia-
tion will be very glad to hear from you in due
course.

That letter was sent to Senstor MeKenna
on the Tth of April. 8o far no reply has
bern received. The association has made
efforts to get assistance from the State



252

Government and has formed the impression,
rightly 1 think, that the Government resents
intrusion into what is eonsidered to be a
State Government sphere, I take this op-
portnnity to ask the Government not to
discourage such organisations, but to give
them all possible assistance.

Mr. Graham: Who is discouraging them?

Mr, GRAYDEN: I understand that the
Health Department has been approached
and has not been, given the assistance that
should be given.

The Minister for Health: That i not
correct.

Mr. GRAYDEN: Then I take it that the
association will reeeive all possible assist-
ance in the future,

Hon. E. Nulsen: The patients are well
treated by the instifution.

Mr. GRAYDEXN: I am not complaining
of their treatment. The staff is doing an
exeellent job. Iovery member of it deserves
a gold medal for staying there for weeks,
let alone months or years, 25 many of them
have done, hut there are no amenities of
any kind, snd there iz no possible chance
of the mental condition of any paiient ever
improving, [ stress the point that the asso-
ciation hax heen formed to assist these
people and should receive all possible help
from the Government in its effort to obtain
this pension for the patients.

MR. LESLIE (Mt. Marshall) [10.2]:
There is an aspect of this proposed agree-
ment with which T am nof at all satisfied. It
seems to be a ease of the Commonwealth
onee more escaping from the whole of iis
liability in econneetion with an %rgently
needed social service by offering the States
something that will cost it only a portion
of the actual expenditure required. The pro-
posal is attractive to the Btates because it
offers something in the nature of eertain
payments instead of problematical pay-
ments.

My mind reverts to the Hospital Benefits
Agreement. T argued then, as I do now, that
an agreement of the sort is based on entirvely
wrong ground. Then, as now, the basis of
collections was taken as the basis of Com-
monwealth contributions. T arpued that the
basis on which the Commonwealth should
contribute should be in accordance with the
needs or the costs, not the colleetion. If 84,
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per day is the expected contribution by
those who can pay it has very small relation-
ship to the actual cost, and the State will
still be saddled with the task of finding the
difference between that amount and the
actual cost of running the institution.

I think the member for Leederville
pointed out thaf all this agreement will do
will be to absolve certain people, from whom
the State hoped to collect, from any respon-
sibility whatever. The Commonwealth says,
“Let that problematical payment go and we
will give you a definite payment.” The same
thing applied to the hospital agreement. T
think the member for Leederville negotiated
that agreement. It was then that the State
colleetion amounted to 5s. 2d. and the
Commonwealih offered Bs. per patient a day.

Hon. A. H. Panton: That amount has
been increased to 8s. per day.

Mr. LESLIE: Yes, but our ecosts and
vollections are different. At the time the
agreement came into operation, our collee-
lion rate was more than 6s. In spite of
that, we were still left with the cost of
maintaining our hospitals, and all we re-
ceived from the Commonwealth was the
eynivalent of what we could reasonnbly ex-
pect to collegt. If we ram the institutions
on that basis, we should have very pooxr
ones, If the Commonwealth, by adopting
this attitude to its responsibilities for social
services, believes it is carrying out its duty,
it has a poor canception of its duty, being
both parsimonious and niggardly. Of
eourse this agreement appears attractive
from the point of view of the State. I ean
appreciate the Minister reasoning, *1 might
et £3,000 without the agreement but, with
the agreement, T shall get it with certainty
from the Commonwealth” The Minister
ghould adopt this attitude to the Common-
wealth: “This is a serviee which is neces-
sary and which must be given, and your
contribution towards it must be a grant in
aceordanee with our needs.”

Tnfortunately I eannot vote mgainst the
agreement hecause the Minister evidently be-
lieves that it i a heiter proposition than
the arrangement under which we have heen
working, and he has the responsihility of
administering the department, but T hope he
will not rest eontent with the present agree-
ment and that, when it comes to a confer-
ence of the Commonwealth amd the States,
he will point ont how the Commonwealth
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is dodging its responsibility by paying out
a few pounds and shillings only, and this
through basing its contributions upon en-
tirely wrong premises. If the State has
been negilgent or not as assiduous as it
should have been in collecting these pay-
ments, we must suffer.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Youn cannot collect
from people what they have not got.

Mr. LESLIE: T agree, but it might have
been possible to colleet more, especially
from beneficiaries. The hogpital agreement
is tied up with this proposal.

Hon, A. H. Panton: No, they are en-
tirely different things.

Mr. LESLIE: Both provide for payments
from the Commonwealth based on estimated
collections instead of upon the State’s costs.
That is altogether wrong. I should like the
Blinister, when replying, to explain the por-
tion of the agreement at page 2 which
states—

The State shall ensure that, except with

the econcurrence of the Commonwealth, no
charge is made to or in respect of gualified
persons for services or comfortz for which it
was not dustomary, to make n charge as at the
first day of November, 1948.
To my mind, that means just nothing, The
agreement should provide: either that no
charge may be made or that a charge may
be made. I do not like that set-up for the
reason that I am rather fearful that, should
we find that the Commonwealth contribution
is insufficient, or not up to what we might
reasonably expect it to be, we might be told
that there are other ways by which we ean
raise the money. Therefore, we may be told
by the Commonwealth that we can get out
of our difficulties by imposing ' charges in
other directions and consequently others will
be called upon to suffer. It should be a
stroight-ont ease: either the charge should
be levied or should not be levied. I hope
the Minister will be able to tell us some-
thing on this particular aspect.

MR. GRAHAM (Bast Perth) [10.12]: I
am prompted to say a few words on .fhis
measure becanse of the remarks mede by
the member for Mt. Marshall* There seems
to be a tendeney on the part of some mem-
bers to take advantage of every opportunity
to say somie unkind words ahout the Com-
monwealth Government, instead of express-
ing appreciation for what it has done. We

-
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have had Commonwealth Governmedls for
close on half a century. Previous Common-
wealth Governments have not done anything
in this conncetion;dht least this Common-
wealth Government has done something.

Mr. Leslie: It hag bad millions of pounds
in taxation.

Mr. GRAHAM: Previcus Governments of
the political complexion of the member for
Mt. Marshall had not the fortitude to im-
pose taxation to do things that required to
be done, As I suggested by interjection,
it was never the intention of the Common-
wealth Government that it should give assist-
ance to the State Government in this matter,
This Bill is designed to relieve the patients
and their relatives of financial responsi-
bility. '

Mr. Leslie; No compensation is given to
the State for that relief.

Mr, GRAHAM: No. As I said, it was
never intended to do that. Social services
are designed to assist the people of the
counfry directly.

The Minister for Health: Do
classify the inmate as a person?

Mr. GRAHAM: Exaetly.

The Minister for Health: Do you not
think they might have some assistance?

Mr, GRAHAM: There is nothing what-
ever to prevent the State Government from
rendering some assistance. I will come to
that point in a moment. Admittedly, the
persons who will gain are those who will be
the heneficiaries of the inmate on his death,
but other peeple are bearing burdens at the
present time. I know a person whose wife
for many years has heen an inmate of the
Claremont asylum, and during all that time
he bas suffered the mental strain and
domestic inconvenience arising from that
faet. In addition, he has had fo pay a cer-
tain amount to the Medieal Department for
the maintenance of his wife. The Common-
wealth Government feels that a person in
those unfortunate circumstances should not
be ealled upon to make a finanecial contribu-
tion; so he has been relieved of it. That is
the purport and intent of this measure.

Mr. Leslie: What about the Common-
wealth Government's ‘providing the service
as well?

Mr. GRAHAM: Perhaps the member for
Mt. Marshall, if he feels so disposed and
really means what he says, will hoth advo-

you not
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cate and vote “Yes” at snccessive referen-
dums; but when it is suggested that the
Commonwealth Government should be given
a little additional powqg to do more for the
people than it is doing, we find the Con-
servatives on the other side of the House
voting in opposition to such proposal,

Mr. Leslie: The Commonwealth Govern-
ment got the social zerviee power,

Mr. GRAHAM: That is so, and it is giv-
ing social services fo people who previously
burdens which were
proving too heavy for them. Heneceforth
such people will not be cailed upon to meke
ithose paymenis. It is several years since
I paid a visit to the Claremont asylum and
therefore certain matters which I discussed
with Dr. Thempson, who is in charge of the
asylum, have beeome a little vegue. I did
anderstand, however, that the inmates of
that instifution reeeived, in c¢ertain in-
stances, some cash or other consideration.
Bome of the patients were performing
duties of a very humble nature and some
of them would not know what to do with
money. Others would appreciate having a
little spending silver, or a canteen or other
amenities wheveby they could enjoy ad-
ditional comforts. T suggest there is nothing
to prevent our Government from instituting
sich a scheme.

T know it will be said that the Common-
wealth has all the money and that the State
has to battle hard to make both ends meet,
but T say in reply that there is nothing
which the Government has Leen asked to do
that it has leen unable to do owing to lack
of money. Every member iz aware of that
fact. Tvery approach has been met. What
is there to prevent some small allowanece be-
ing made to the patients fo provide them
with comfarts and amenities? God knows,
they need them! Tn common with other
members I realise that the staff of the in-
stitution is doing an excellent joh, notwith-
standing the limitations impoesed by the in-
adequacy of the building and its over-
erowded stute, T that institution reminded
me of anything at all, it reminded me of a
prizson. Same improvement should be effect.
ed in the food supply. It may be pood,
plain healthy food but to me it appears
most uninvitine, One might say that the
patients receive one meal per day and bave
to serateh for the others.
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We must bear in mind, as was pointed
out hy previous speakers, that some of these
mentally afflicted patients suffer only a few
days every month or so at some particular
period. What a blow it is to their pride to
be treated in the way I have pointéd out!
It tends to deteriorate their condition.
There is much room for improvement in
many respeets. 1 often wonder whether,
perhaps, members of Parliament are not
cnlpable in this matter, whether they are
not somewhat callons towards the unfor-
tunate inmates of the institution beeause of
the fact that they have no vote and alse
becaunse of the fact that it is impossible for
them to organise and to place their point of
view before us. I do not know whether all
members have paid a visit to the institution.
I myself made a most intensive inspection
of it, and also of Heatheote on apother
occasion. 1 also viewed, from the outside,
the farm which is situated a few miles to-
wards the south-west,

But I feel there is something wrong with
regard to those establishments, However,
that is something beyond the eompass of
this Bill, though T did feel it essential to em-
vhasise that the intention of the Govern-
ment was to relieve the sufferer and the re-
latives and other persons responsible for
anvhody who happened to be spending a
period in any of the mental institotions.
That is what the Bill sets out to do and
what it will in fact do when given effect
to in this State. Iike the member for
Leederville, T hope and trust, though I have
my doubts as to his success, that the Minis-
ter will make some approaches to the Com-
monweaith with a view to having the start-
inz point hack-dated so that the provisions
do not operate only from the time the Bill
is agreed to.

THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH (Hon.
Ao V. . Abhott—Xorth Perth—in repiv)
[10.217: I entirely agree with those mem-
hers who have put forward the suggestion
that no distinetion should be made between
those who have a mental infirmity and are
therefore oblized to remain in a mental hos-
pital snch as Claremont, and those who suf-
fer from other complaints, I can assore
members that that has been very foreibly
vwnt hofore the Commonwealth Government.
The suggestion of the member for Perth
has already been put into operation so long
ago as June of last vear, becanse it was
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stressed not only by myself, represerting
this State, but by each of the Minisfers for
Health of the other States, that the Com-
monwealth Bill was not a reasonable sug-
gestion and that something better should be
done by the Commonwealth Government.
Senator McKenna, representing the Com-
monwealth, presided at that meeting. But
not satisfied with that, the Premier himself
wrote to Mr. Chifley and again stressed the
point of view of this State—and I agree
that all members have the same point of
view—that invalid pensions should be paid
to those who are mentally afflicted. In his
reply, under date the 20th December, 1948,
Mr. Chifley wrote—

The adoption of vour suggestion for the
payment of age and invalid pensions for
patients in mental hospitals as is the case with
age and invalid ponsioners in homes for the
aged and infirm would mean a substantizl new

grant to the State revenue by the Common-
wealth.

Later in the same letter he wrote—

In these cireumstances I am unable to necept
vour suggestion and I should be glad if you
would reconsider the whole matter on the hasis
of the Commonwealth’s propesals in my letter
of the 4th May, 1948, and the Mental Institu-
tiong Benefit Act, a copy of which was for-
warded tn you on the 1st Derember, 1948,
There 15 no doubt that this State has
stressed with all the power at its cornmand
the point of view that members have put
forward tonight. The member for East
Perth made some comment ahout the food
he saw on one oceasion some fime ago. I
cau assure him his suggestion is not correct.
Admittedly the food is that of an institu-
tion where there are 1,000 people to be fed.
I, too, would wish that it was possible for
a more inviting diet to be supplied.

Myr. Graham: It is nothing like the food
at the Royal Perth Hospital, is it?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: But
the visitors who are appointed under the
Act make frequent reports to me and on all
oceasions their report has bheen that the
meals are good. The member for Leeder-
ville suggested that those mental patients
who had property belonging to them should
now have some of their estate expended in
giving them amenities.” T see no reason at
present why that should not he so. T shall
ceriainly make ingniries from the Public
Trustee as to whether he is giving this mat-
ter his attention, more partienlarly as the
cstates, after this agreement is implemented,
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will be. rvelieted of the upkeep of the
patients, and there seems to be no reason
therefore why their estates should not be
utilized in giving jhem more amenities than
they have had in past.

The member fo Mt. Marshall raised a
question about paragraph 4 of the agree-
ment in the sechedule. That is merely to en-
sure that the abolition of the means test and
the payment by the Commonwealth in lien
of the patients will not deprive them of any
comforts they previously enjoyed, That is
all the paragrapb means. I might say that
the Government does appreciate the efforts
that various persons in the communify are
making to see whether the lot of these un-
fortunate people ean be improved, and the
Government will fully support and assist in
any way it can any of those persons.

It bas, T think, acknowledged the excellent
work Mrs. Casson did for many years as o
visitor, and in other ways, for patients of
these hospitals. It will be remembered that
His Majesty recognised her geod work in
this and other hospitals by including her in

. the last list of honours issued by him. We

are fully in agreement with the suggestion
that invalid pensions should be granted to
these people, and will continue on every
possible oceasion to press for that and will
avail ourselves of every ehanee to hetter the
lot of inmates of mental institntions.

Question put and passed,

Bill read a second time.
In Committee,

Mr. Perkins in the Chair; the Minister
for Health in eharge of the Bill.

Clause 1—agreed to.
Clause 2—Power to execute agreement:

Hen. F. J. 8. WISE: T would like to
know from the Minister what alternative he
has in regard to entering into the agree-
ment. This clause, in the first line, uses the
word “may.” Following the passing of the
Bill, would it not be a definite obligation on
the part of the Minister to enter into an
agrcement with the Commonwealth in ac-
cordance with the schedule; or is it that the
Minister or the Government may not then
enter into the agreement? The measure will
be quite worthless if the clause stands as
printed. I move an amendment—

That in line 1 the word ‘“may’’ be struck
out and the word ‘‘shall’? inserted in lien.
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The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: The
Bill has been drafted in the form usually
adopfed by the Parliamentsry Draftsman
when drawing measures authorising the
Government. to completelnpgotiations with
the Commonwealth Govewunent. I have no
great objection to the smendment of the
Leader of the Opposition, but it departs
from the form that has invariably been
adopted by himself when introducing simi-
lar Bills. There is no great object in using
the word “may” exeept this, that there may
be cause for some slight alteration to be
made to the agreement, or some reason why
it should not be signed. In -the eirenm-
stances, I snggest that the Leader of the
Opposition withdraw his amendment.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: I am quite un-
satisfied with the explanation. The Minis-
ter’s suggestion means that it would be un-
desirable to amend any Bill that comes he-
fore the Committee. That is the natural
attitude of a Minister in charge of a Bill.

The Minister for Health: Not at all. It
is the nsual pra®tice in connection with such
measures.

Hon, F. J. S. WISE: Apart from that,
has the Minister any objeetion to what I
have proposed?

The Minister for Health: I have no seri-
ous ohjection.

Mr. LESLIE: I refer members to the
Hospital Benefits Agreement Act of 1945
which was passed when the Loader of the
Opposition was on this side of the House.
The agreement there is a permissive one
and somewhat similar to what is before
us now, The relevant section in that Aet
is Section 2, and it left the Government
quite free to go on with the apreement,
or not. I presume that the permissive
clanse here is to allow the Government, in
the event of any major alteration, to he
free to go on with the proposal or to leave
it alone. If the word ‘‘shall’’ goeg in, it
is mandatory on the Government to go on
with the agreement, no matter what eir-
cumstanees might arise between now and
when the agreement is completed. In this
case 1 wounld like to follow the original
attitude adopted hy the Leader of the Op-
position.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: If von keep on fol-
lowing the Leader of the Opposition you
will not go far wrong.
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Hon. F. J. 8. WISE: Will the Minister
give the Committee the essurance that
there is little or no doubt that the Gov-
ernment will, on the passing of this meas-
ure, if not amended by another place,
ratify the agreement and continue to carry
out the obligations under the Aect, as if it
were obligatory and not permissive?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Yes, I
give that assurance.” The Government has
approved of the Bill and of the agreement,
and I give the assurance that unless some
contingeney, which I ocannot imagine,
arises, it will go on.

Amendment pot and negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Clauses 3 to 5—agreed to.
‘Schedule:

Hon. F, J. 8. WISE: I want to know
the Minister's view in vegard to what ap-
pear to be necessary amendments to the
schedule to give effect to the points raised
by members on hoth sides of the Chamber,
particularly in regard to the Fetrospectivity
of the date on which the agreement was
sicned. <Clause 6 of the schedule provides
that the agreement shall not have forece
or effect until it is approved by the Parlia-
ment of the State, and Clause 7 provides
for the commencing date of the agreement.
Before moving in eonnection with this mat-
ter I want to know what is in the Minis-
ter’'s mind and the mind of ihe Govern-
ment in regard to the ecommeneing date,
which s not specified in Clause 7.

The MINISTER. FOR HEALTH: I en-
tirely agree with the suggestion put for-
ward by members that the agreement
should be made retrospective to as early
a date as possible. T will make the neces-
sary representations to the Commonwealth
hefore the final date is inserted in the
agreement, but will have to accept the rnl-
ing of the Commonwealth in the matter.

Hon. F. J. 8, WISE: I think the Com-
mittee should assist the Minister and sup-
port his views regarding retrospectivity.
I move an amendment—

That after the word ‘‘the’’ in line 1 of

paragraph 7 of the Schedule the word ‘first’’
be inserted.
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The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I ask
the Leader of the Opposition not to press
this amendment as I have given the assur-
anee that the Government will rjake every
effort to have the agreement back-dated as
far as possible. The Commonwealth has
stipulated that the agreement must have
the sanction of Parliament. If the Com-
monwealth would not agree to the I1st
January, 1949, its law officers might say
the agreement was not substantially in the
form sanctioned by this Parliament, and
might refuse to put the arrangement into
effect. With +the assistance of Common-
wealth Government representatives of this
State, such as Senator Cook, I have no
doubt the Commonwealth will give some re-
cognition {o our request.

Hon. F. J. . WISE: Would you aéree
to tell the Commonwealth that the majority
of this Parliament had asked for the agree-
ment to be ante-dated and that you pleaded
with them not to do that?

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: What a contrast be-
tween the attitude of the Minister on this
Bill and the attitude of the Government
regarding the wheat stabilisation legisla-
tion!

Hon. F. J. 8. WISE: Is the Minister
prepared to do thatd,

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Yes,
at least to the 1st January, but I snggest that
it should be when the Commonwealth legis-
lation becomes law and not later than the
1st January.

Hon, F. J. 8. Wise: I am quite }mppy
about that.

Amendment put and negatived.

Schedule put and passed.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

ADJOURNMENT--.SPECIAL,

THE PREMIER (Hon. D. R. McLarty—
Murray-Wellington) : T move—

That the House at ita rising adjourn till
2 pan. tomorrow.

Question put and passed.

' House adjourned at 10.48 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
2.15 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION.
FREMANTLE HARBOUR,

As to Copies of Tydeman Report.

Hon, E. M. DAVIES asked the Ch1ef
Secretary :

{1} Referring to Mr. F. W. E. Tyde-
man’s report on the Port of Fremantle, will
the Minister make available to the Fre-
mantle City Council the second and third
volumes to enable the council io complete
its town planning report?

(2) If the answer to Number (1) is
“Yes,” will this report be made available to
the council immediately ¢

Thg CHIEF SECRETARY replied:

(1) The second and third volumes are
now in course of being printed,

(2) Answered by No. (1}.

CHAIRMAN (TEMPORARY) OF
COMMITTEES.

The PRESIDEXT: T desire to announce
that T have appointed Hon A. L. Loton to
act as a temporary Chairman of Com-
mittees during the eurrent session.

BILLS (3)—TFIRST READING.

1, Plant Ac¢t  Amendment
{No. 1).
2, Marketing of Eggs Act Amendment,
3, Wheat Pool Act Amendment {No. 3).
Introduced by the Honorary Minister
for Agricultore, ¢

Diseases



